
Blazing Star (Mentzelia laevicaulis)
Plant Type – Perennial Herb

Sun – Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast

Size – 3-6 ft tall

Growth Rate – Fast

Dormancy – Fall, Winter

Flower Color – Yellow

Flowering Season – Summer, Fall

Blazing star is a desirable species for rock gardens and dry areas. They are a source of nectar and pollen for native bees, butterflies, 

and moths. One unique feature of this species is the flowers open at dusk and remain open overnight and into early morning 

before closing by the afternoon. If you’re looking to add something with a vibrant flair to your yard and some night 

time fun, then blazing star is the right choice for you! 



Blue-Eyed Grass (Sisyrinchium bellum)
Plant Type – Perennial Herb

Sun – Full Sun 

Moisture – Drought Tolerant  

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 1 - 2 ft tall, 1 -3 ft wide

Growth Rate – Slow 

Dormancy – Summer Semi-deciduous 

Flower Color – Indigo Blue

Flowering Season – Spring

This indigo-colored flower is a good addition to bring pollinators to your spring garden. 
It is a durable, drought tolerant smaller perennial that is native to California.  
Plant between the spaces in your shrubs to give color and foliage. 



Bush Sunflower (Encelia californica)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Sun, Full Sun 

Moisture – Drought Tolerant 

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 2 - 5 ft tall, 3-7 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast 

Dormancy – Summer Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – Yellow

Flowering Season – Winter, Spring

Ah, the classic sunflower, or one should say Bush Sunflower. Such a pretty sight to a human, bee, or bird 
with 5 months of flowering! This will bring an easy cheerful, joy one needs in a native garden. Expect to see 
insects buzzing around, this plant is a popular native pollinator. It pairs nicely with the green and 
brown hues of native plants. The Chumash use them for cooking, or steeping teas with the petals. 



California Buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum)
Plant Type – Perennial herb 

Sun – Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 1-7 ft tall, 3 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Slow

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – White Cream to Red Rust

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer, Fall

California buckwheat is super hardy, easy to grow and extremely drought tolerant (it probably won’t need watering after it gets 
established). It’s even great for creating natural mulch in the area it’s planted. Buckwheat flowers seem to last forever, turning a 
gorgeous rust color in the fall. That being said, they’re a very popular nectar source for butterflies! The Chumash use 
the plant to steep a tea for rheumatism, irregular menstruation, and stomach problems. 



California Grape (Vitis californica)
Plant Type – Shrub, Vine

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun

Moisture – Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 10-40 ft tall, 1 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast

Dormancy – Winter Deciduous

Flower Color – Cream, Green, Yellow

Flowering Season – Spring

California grape is perfect for fences and covering structures. It’s great to use as a windbreak, but if it has nowhere 
to climb, it also provides fantastic ground cover. The flowers of this vine-like native are loved by bees, and it’s one 
of the best plants for butterflies in the fall. The sour fruit of nunit, as the Chumash call it, is revered a 
food source with intoxicating effects if left to ferment. 



California Fuchsia (Epilobium canum)
Plant Type – Perennial herb 

Sun – Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant to Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 0.5-2 ft tall, 2-3 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Spreading

Dormancy – Winter Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – Red

Flowering Season – Summer, Fall

S’akht’utun ‘iyukhnuts is the given name of California Fuchsia by the Chumash meaning “hummingbird sucks it”. We often see 
hummingbirds visiting our nursery when this native is in bloom. Hopefully this local native can be an invitation for them to visit 
your home as well. It is a versatile plant, being used to treat wounds by the Chumash, to support local wildlife, and to 
adorn our hillsides with fireworks.



Coastal Sagebrush (Artemesia californica)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Full Sun, enjoys the rays and beams!

Moisture – Drought Tolerant 

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 1 - 8 ft tall, 4 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast Growth 

Dormancy – Summer deciduous

Flower Color – Cream

Flowering Season – Fall

Part of the Asteraceae family (sunflower family), it is an aromatic shrub. It is loved by all native pollinators and 
is very adaptable. An easy-going plant for one’s garden, a key component to add if you want some good old 
chaparral aroma and fabulous silver highlights. The Chumash use this plant as bedding and flooring to 
repeal insects from their living spaces, and to relieve headaches.



California Wildrose (Rosa californica)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun, Full Shade

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Medium, Slow

Size – 8-10 ft tall, 10 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Moderate, Spreading

Dormancy – Winter Deciduous

Flower Color – Red, Pink, White

Flowering Season – Spring

The Ventureño Chumash name for California wildrose is watiq’oniq’on. The Chumash eat the fruit of this plant raw. They also pierce 

holes in the fruit and make jewelry out of them. Watiq’oniq’on is also used in several ways as aremedy for ailments. The rose petals 

are turned into a powder that is used to relieve chafing and skin rashes, and the petals are also used to make a tea that’s 

administered for stomach illnesses and sore eyes. This plant is elegant and can be used as a barrier plant in your garden. 



Chaparral Honeysuckle (Lonicera interrupta)
Plant Type – Shrub, Vine

Sun – Full Sun, Part Shade

Moisture – Drought Tolerant to Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 1-5 ft tall

Growth Rate – Fast

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – Yellow, Cream

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer

Chaparral honeysuckle is a vine-linke beauty that tends to crawl on the ground, over other shrubs, and 
can be trained to climb. It’s a great plant to choose for a fence and birds love the edible berries. 
The Chumash use the plant to steep in a tea that helps treat colds, sores, and wounds. 



Chaparral Mallow (Malacothamnus fasciculatus)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Sun to Part Sun

Moisture – Drought tolerant to Occasional Water  

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 3 - 15 ft tall, 10 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Spreading

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – Pinkish Purple

Flowering Season –Summer

Chaparral Mallow is the grey-green plant commonly seen on the preserves, doing well in dry sunny areas. It’s 
an easy-going plant that does not need too much maintenance and can handle being cut back. The purple and 
pinkish bloom is photogenic and one of the most eye-catching flowers in our native ecosystem. The 
Chumash use the bark of this plant for cordage and for woven baskets to gather food materials. 



Coffeeberry (Frangula californica)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant to Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 6-15 ft tall, 5-15 ft wide

Growth Rate – Moderate

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – Cream, Green, White

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer

The Ventureño Chumash name for coffeeberry is chatishwi ‘ikhus, meaning “bear’s medicine.” The Chumash rub the leaves of the plant 

on their skin as a remedy for rheumatism, and they boil a tea with the leaves to use as a laxative for stomach problems. 

The plant produces reddish-black berries that attract birds, and it makes for a great hedge plant. 



Common Yarrow (Achillea millefolium)
Plant Type – Perennial Herb

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun, Full Shade

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 1-3 ft tall, 0.5-1.5 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Moderate

Dormancy – Summer Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – White, Yellow

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer

The Ventureño Chumash name for common yarrow is yepunash. Yepunash is used as a 
medicinal herb to treat toothache and is also applied in mash poultice to treat 
cuts, sores, and to stop a bleeding wound. Butterflies love this plant!



Elderberry (Sambucus nigra)
Plant Type – Shrub, Tree
Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun
Moisture – Low
Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium
Size – 13-30 ft tall, 10-20 ft wide
Growth Rate – Fast
Dormancy – Winter Deciduous, Summer 
Semi-deciduous
Flower Color – Cream, White, Purple, Black
Flowering Season – Spring

The Chumash use the wood of qayas (elderberry) for an array of things; including to make bows, instruments, 
wood pipes, dance wands, bullroarers, drills, feather poles at solstice shrines, and medical tools like 
syringes. The flowers, leaves, and berries are also used for medical purposes. 



Hummingbird Sage (Salvia spathacea)
Plant type – Perennial Herb

Sun – Full to Part Shade

Moisture – Drought tolerant to Occasional Water 

Soil Drainage – Medium

Size – 1 - 3 ft tall, 3 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Spreading

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – Pink, Red, Magenta

Flowering Season – Winter, Spring

Hummingbird sage is a great addition to the garden as a pollinator for native birds and insects. One of the few 
evergreen ground cover plants that do well in dry shade. Perfect for under oaks, in pots, nooks and crannies. 
Deadhead in summer, easy to pull if they get aggressive. The aroma smells of a fruity sage; the color 
vibrant green. The Chumash use this plant for pulmonary herbal treatment. Leaves make a good tea. 



Lanceleaf Dudleya (Dudleya lanceolata)
Plant Type – Perennial herb, Succulent

Sun – Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant to Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium, Slow

Size – 4-9 ft tall, 1 ft wide

Growth Rate – Slow

Dormancy – Summer Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – Orange, Pink, Red, Yellow

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer

Lanceleaf dudleya is a native succulent that can be found in rocky areas, and on cliffs and slopes from Big Sur all the way down to 

the Mexican border.  This highly adaptable plant can do well on stacked walls and in pots. It’s flower can stem up to two 

feet tall and it’s cluster of yellow-red flowers are a favorite of hummingbirds. 



Nevin’s Barberry (Berberis nevinii)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant to Occasional Water

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 3-7 ft tall, 6-12 ft wide

Growth Rate – Slow

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – Yellow, Green

Flowering Season – Spring

Nevin’s Barberry is endemic to southern California and is federally and state listed as an endangered species. Its leaves 
are quite thorny and is best planted away from walkways. The erectness of the plant makes for a great barrier species to 
put along fence lines in your yard. It’s gorgeous yellow flowers followed by hundreds of red berries provides a 
habitat paradise for every bird in the community! 



Purple Sage (Salvia leucophylla)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 2-5 ft tall, 3-10 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast

Dormancy – Evergreen, Summer Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – Purple, Lavender, Pink

Flowering Season – Spring, Summer

Purple sage produces beautiful purple flowers and a delightful fragrance that attracts pollinators including butterflies 

and birds. This plant is stunning and a favorite amongst gardeners. Once established, purple sage needs little 

to no water. If you’re looking to add a pop of color to your yard, purple sage is a must have in your garden!



Toluaca (Datura wrighii)
Plant Type – Perennial herb 

Sun – Full Sun, Part Shade

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 1-5 ft tall, 6 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Spreading

Dormancy – Winter Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – White

Flowering Season – Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall

Jimson Weed, Datura, or momoy are many names that the sacred Toluaca plant goes by. This plant inspires the remembrance of 

resiliency as it can be seen along roadsides, in disturbed construction sites, or after fire. The swirling eye of its flower is a 

shape to add to the horizontal dimensions of your garden. Be inspired!



Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Part Shade, Full Sun

Moisture – Drought Tolerant

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 6-30 ft tall, 10-15 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Moderate

Dormancy – Evergreen

Flower Color – White

Flowering Season – Summer

The Ventureño Chumash name for toyon is qwe. Toyon fruit are harvested and eaten when sweet; sometimes baked in the sun but never boiled. 

The wood of qwe is useful for a variety of tool and utensils. This includes fishhooks, harpoons, bone-pointed fish spears, basketry awls, digging 

sticks, wedges, hide scrapers, arrows, offertory poles for religious purposes, and bowls among many other uses. Toyon can serve 

many purposes in your yard. They’re easy to grow, and they provide food for pollinators.



White Sage (Salvia apiana)
Plant Type – Shrub

Sun – Full Sun, enjoys the rays and beams!

Moisture – Drought tolerant 

Soil Drainage – Fast, Medium

Size – 3-5 ft tall, 3-8 ft wide

Growth Rate – Fast, Moderate 

Dormancy – Summer Semi-deciduous

Flower Color – A fresh snowfall white

Flowering Season –Spring, Summer

White Sage is a pleasant addition to any native garden. The periwinkle glow illuminates any yard! Not only do butterflies, 
birds, and other insects enjoy it, bees love salvias, especially Salvia apiana! This plant can handle the hot scorching summer 
sun that Ojai has all year round; now that is one tough puppy. The Chumash use it as a medicine, to “clarify their 
central nervous system and bring calmness”. They also make a tea out of the leaves and use it for numerous rituals. 


