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Recovery and Renewal
The recovery of our mountains has been a wonder to witness. The almost neon green that began to glow from the mountains in March was a 
beautiful relief. Even though I knew the plants would return, it felt like a weight lifted of f my shoulders when new life started to cover the burn. 
Below are some of my favorite wildflowers and re-sprouting plants that are in abundance on OVLC preserves af ter the fire.

Even though our lands have begun to recover, it will still be five to seven years before our hills stabilize and the major threat of erosion and land-
slides subsides. As our seasons change and winter rains come back to the area please observe trail closure signs. We promise to work hard to open 
the trails as quickly as possible so you can get out and enjoy nature. – Jill Lashly, Conservation Director

TOP 10 WILDFLOWERS POST THOMAS FIRE

Fairy lantern – Lighting up the hillsides of 
Wills Canyon by the thousands

Coastal lotus – Fire-follower carpeting all of 
Ojai’s burned hillsides with yellow flowers. We 
had not noticed this plant on our preserves 
before.

Lupine – both arroyo lupine, the purple-stalked annual lupine seen on all sunny hillsides, and 
stinging lupine (Lupinus hirsutissimus), the hairy pink lupine, are blanketing the valley this spring

Large flowered phacelia – Fire-following 
stunner with stalks of purple inflorescences

Fremont’s death camas  – Also known as star 
lily, this is a fire-following bulb with a two-foot 
stalk and cream flowers

Twining snapdragon (Antirrhinum kelloggii) 

Fairy lantern (Calochortus albus) 

Fremont’s death camas (Toxicoscordion fremontii) 

Coastal lotus (Acmispon maritimus) 

Large flowered phacelia (Phacelia grandiflora)  

Wild cucumber (Marah spp.) 

Arroyo lupine (Lupinus succulentus)  

Blue dicks (Dichelostemma capitatum)  

California poppy (Eschscholzia californica)  

Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae)
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Blue dicks – Like all bulbs, these purple 
clusters are having a huge year

Catalina mariposa lily – Another bulb that is 
thriving on the hillsides after the fire 

California poppy – The local Ojai variety is 
slightly more yellow than orange and loves 
steep sunny hillsides

Wild cucumber – Prolific every year, this was 
one of the first plants to return after the fire

TOP 10 RE-SPROUTING SHRUBS AND TREES POST THOMAS FIRE
Chamise (Adenostoma fasciculatum) 
Laurel sumac (Malosma laurina) 
Bush mallow (Malacothamus fasciculatus) 
Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) 
Coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) 
Blue elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. caerulea) 
Sawtooth goldenbush (Hazardia squarrosa) 
Mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus betuloides) 
Hollyleaf cherry (Prunus ilicifolia) 
Inland scrub oak (Quercus berberidifolia)

Twining snapdragon – Delicate vines with tiny 
purple flowers (above)
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OPEN SPACES

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy is working with a multi-agency work-
ing group to remove Arundo donax, an invasive, non-native plant that 
threatens our local stream ecology. Arundo is technically a grass, but it 
resembles bamboo canes and has been expanding throughout stream 
habitats in California and across the nation. It is particularly well-adapt-
ed to southern California, and it threatens to destroy habitats for a 
number of rare and endangered species, as well as the habitats for more 
common birds and wildlife. Arundo removal is a priority in numerous 
resource management plans including the Ventura River Watershed 
Management Plan, California Climate Action Plan, Ventura County 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan, and the federal recovery 
plans for 4 endangered species.

Beyond displacing our native streamside plants, Arundo has a host of 
negative impacts in our community:

•  Arundo is a voracious water consumer. A study by the California 
Invasive Plant Council estimates the annual water loss in the Ventura 
River Watershed due to Arundo at almost 5,000 acre-feet of water 
each year. To put that into perspective, one acre foot of water supplies 
two average four-person families with water for one year. This 
equates to the amount of water 10,000 households could use in one 
year.

•  In small streams, Arundo can consume all of the available surface 
water and prevent infiltration of water into our aquifers. 

•  Arundo creates a high volume of biomass and can block the flow 
of stream channels leading to floods. Broken canes also clog culverts 
and bridges. 

•  Arundo is highly flammable and can convert stream corridors 
from natural fire breaks into fire bridges that promote the spread of 
wildfires. 

Removing Arundo is a high priority for the protection of local commu-
nities, ecology, and water supplies, but it is a dif ficult task that requires 
persistence and substantial funding. The Arundo removal ef forts in 
the Ventura River Watershed have been coordinated among several 
agencies and organizations that include the OVLC and the Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District. Taking on big problems in our 
watershed with partners is one way the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
strives to ensure the long-term protection of our natural resources.

The removal methods used locally and nationwide are based on 
scientific information about the biology and lifecycle of Arundo. They 
are approved by regulatory agencies, ef fective, cost-ef fective, and 
weigh the environmental risks and benefits of all options. Cutting 
the canes near to the ground and precisely applying a solution of an 
herbicide called glyphosate directly onto the Arundo cane, or emerging 
leaves, of fers the most ef fective treatment with the least impact to the 
environment. 

An Arundo-Free Watershed

“We moved into our Creek Road home nine years ago. We were 
very excited to find a property that backed up to San Antonio 
Creek. Unfortunately, the creek and surrounding banks had been 
overrun with Arundo donax, an invasive and aggressive bam-
boo-like plant. For years we attempted to cut, remove and dig out 
root balls in order to access the creek but this was a losing battle 
as the Arundo grows up to three inches a day and chokes out all 
other native plants.

We look at our property now and we can see the creek flowing 
and watch as the sycamore, willows and other indigenous plants 
and trees can finally breathe. The birds, frogs and other animal life 
are thriving.

We are grateful to the OVLC for this grant opportunity and for 
their help in returning our San Antonio Creek to its natural life.” 

-Steve and Debi Carr

The OVLC understands that there is some community concern with the use of herbicides, 
particularly in areas adjacent to publicly accessible lands. The OVLC believes that everyone has 
the right to feel safe in their community, and we are committed to continuing communication 
regarding our work and in ensuring the safest possible techniques. We are also committed to 
monitoring the science associated with current and any new methods that show promise, and 
will always choose the safest and most ef fective method.

For more information on the Arundo removal project, the OVLC’s methods, and links to 
background documents please visit our website at ovlc.org/arundo.

“I can confidently state that the Arundo removal on our property by the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy saved our home from burning this year during the Thomas Fire. If it had not 
been completed, it is very likely that we would not have our home standing today.

It created a defensible space that allowed the firefighters to protect our home. Over the 
past 15 years, we have not been successful in personally winning the battle against this 
aggressively invasive plant with our own limited removal attempts.

I hold a bachelor’s degree in biology and am solidly in favor of being good stewards of our 
land in an environmentally conscious way. That being said, this invasive species problem is 
one that we created by introducing this non-native plant into our local ecosystem. I don’t 
know anyone who is in favor of introducing poisons into our land, but this appears to be 
the only effective method for removing this problem we created and in the long run is a 
small price that I am willing to pay in order to allow the native flora and fauna a chance to 
recapture this natural habitat.

The native plants are already beginning to flourish again in areas that were choked out 
formally by the Arundo. This is very exciting to watch.”

- Keith Brooks
Above and right page: Before (October 2016) and after (November 2017) images of the Arundo removal project on San Antonio Creek
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Together, our community will help protect 
Ojai’s open space for everyone to enjoy, 
forever. 

Thank you to our Wild About Ojai partners 
who help make this possible. Visit a 
participating business today and take part.

A Taste of Ojai
Awhai Pottery
Axxess Ventura
BeCalm of Ojai
California Solar Electric
Chamber on the Mountain
Char Man Brand Hot Sauce
Dogs Fly Design
Gabriela Ceseña, Berkshire Hathaway
The Glass Man Professional Window 
Washing Company
GoOjai.com 
Greyfox Investors
Jennifer Keeler, Hair Stylist
Lorraine Lim Catering
Mary Nelson Skincare & Massage Studio
Mooney Creative
Noah Crowe, Sunrun Home Solar 
Consultant
Ojai Quarterly
Parker Jellison Realtor
Rowsie Vain
Sol Haus Design
The Southern Los Padres Trekking Company
Tobias Parker, General Contractor
Tonya Peralta Real Estate Services, Inc
Watercolors by Patty Van Dyke

Ramona Andrews
Edward Bailey
Kathleen Baushke
Rachel Beinish
Paul & Carol Belser
Adam & Loree Berry
Allison Binkowski
Wendy Bonvechio
Alicia & Franco Campana
James Campbell
Thomas & Cindy Carver
Crawford Coates
Ed & Linda Colby
Bryan Collings
Norma Curtis
Cameron Davis
Pat & Julie Dexter
Geri Dimmick
Robert Dodge
Johnny Dresser
Dashiell Dunkell
John Dutton
Kerry & Ramona Ellison

Lucille Elrod
Joan Englander
Chris & Auriel Entrekin
Richard Flowers
Tom Gallo
PJ Garahan
David Glaubman
Nicole & Trevor Goller
Bob & Joan Grove
Joseph Haggarty
Kevin & Susie Hanson
Robert Hartmann & Mel Welsh
Sarah Hassan
Matthew Hately
John Hume
Ann James
Thomas & Antonia Jirovsky
Daniel Johnson
Ame Kaplan
Soheila Kolahi
Hope Kremer
Ken Lakes
Kris Langabeer

Jeff Lantor
Gerard Leahy
Kashi & Jennifer Lee
Susan Leech
Jes MaHarry
Wendy McCobb
Heidi & Austin McElvaney
Kathryn McGinnis
Theresa & Cesar Mendoza
Gail & Alan Mintz
Alexis Mixter
Carol Nicholson
Ojai Blooms
Janet & John Owens
Jim Parker
Peak Power Yoga & Wellness
Emily Prather
Ramsay Rayner
Anamaria Schmid
Mary Natwick & Larry Scott
Marleen Seegers
Bram Sercu
Kathleen Smith

Stephenie Steger
Michael Stevens - Grand East Oak 
Apts
Martha Bo Stevenson
Kit Stolz
Summer Camp
Swanner Physical Therapy
Russell Sydney
Sharon Thames
Lesley & Timothy Tibbits
Sandra Trinidad
Denni Tyrrell
Elaine Unzicker
Candice Vandenburg
Clinton & Eileen Vocke
Doug & Moira Volpi
de Vie Weinstock
Rob White
Dan & Arlene Withrow
Bryce Wright
Heidi & Gunther Zweimuller
New Donors   
1/31/2018—5/8/18

WELCOME NEW DONORS!

Your legacy gift, with many others like yours, will keep the Ojai Valley’s views, trails, water, and wildlife 
protected for future generations. Inspire and influence others by letting us know about your planned 
gift today. You can join or update your preferences online at ovlc.org/pup

Special Acknowledgments
A gift membership for Melissa Bishop & 
Mike Sullivan 
Thomas Bishop

A gift membership for Michael Taylor 
Jamie Taylor

In celebration of the wedding of Liza 
Shapiro & Nigel Stephens 
Julian Ensor

In honor of Rick Bisaccia. Well done. 
Congratulations on your retirement. 
Kerry & Ramona Ellison

In honor of Marvil Dickason 
Ojai Valley Woman’s Club

A thank you to our neighbor up the 
street for providing fresh water along the 
trail for our dogs. 
Thomas Macias

In memory of Allan Jacobs 
Alicia & Franco Campana 
Joan Kemper 
Carrie Hawthorne & Tom Neill

In memory of John G. Bee DVM 
Susan Bee

In memory of my cousin, Dewey Val 
Shorre 
Sandra Black

In memory of George Carr 
Lind Carr

In memory of Bob & Silvia Emhardt  
Janis Emhardt

In memory of Martha Churchyard 
Dan & Betsy George

In memory of Lewis John (LJ) Carlino 
“His spirit, soul and music will live on in 
the hills and trees that he called home.” 
Nina Martin-Smith

In memory of Janice Stone & Grace 
Huestis 
Virginia Siegfried

Acknowledgments: 1/31/18—5/8/18

Leave a Lasting Legacy for Ojai...
Just by including the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy in your estate plans, you 
can help protect the beauty of Ojai for generations to come. A bequest is a 
simple way to support the OVLC in the future while retaining control of your 
assets during your lifetime. By making the OVLC a beneficiary of your will, trust, 
retirement plan, life insurance policy, or financial accounts, you ensure your values 
will be passed on after you. The real beneficiary, of course, is Ojai.
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Topa Topa Sponsors

Avocado Mattress LLC
Patagonia
REI

Ojai Meadows Sponsors
Aqua-Flo Supply
California Resources Corporation
Union Bank

San Antonio Creek Sponsors
Barnhart & Barnhart Insurance
Brent Jacobs at Morgan Stanley
Channel Islands Sportfishing
Derby & Derby, Inc.
Dr. David L. Garber, D.D.S
Euterpe Farms
Laughing Dog Ranch LLC
Lorraine Lim Catering, Inc
Meiners Oaks Ace Hardware
Mountains 2 Beach Marathon
Ojai Valley Trail Riding Company
Optimize
Peak Power Yoga & Wellness
Riverview Ranch
SC&A Insurance Services LLC
Terra Verde
Thomas E. Malley Law Office 
Waite, Jacobs & Atkinson 
Attorneys-at-Law
West Coast Air Conditioning

Sulphur Mountain Sponsors
Alco Plumbing
Azu
Dr. Battier Vet Clinic
Compass and Nail, Inc.
Heritage Financial
Herring Law Group
McDaniel Insurance Services
Ojai Deer Lodge
Ojai Valley Brewery
Ojai Valley Garden Club
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa
Phil Moncharsh (Roger, Sheffield, 
& Campbell LLP) 
Rains
Vitality Fitness Ojai

In-Kind Sponsors
BioResource Consultants
bITvision
California Solar Electric
Frameworks of Ojai
Michael Lommel – 
ClarityWebworks.co
Ojai Beverage Company
Ojai Quarterly 
Ojai Valley Directory
Shelter Social Club
Topa Topa Brewing Company

The OVLC works to steward the land of the Ojai Valley for the benefit of the community, so when 
the community shows up to volunteer as stewards themselves, we feel even more inspired in our 
mission. Since the Thomas Fire, there has been a marked increase in community engagement 
with the OVLC on the preserves. There have been near-weekly volunteer work days these past 
few months and members of the public have shown up to do everything from putting up signs, to 
cleaning up burned trails, to building rock check steps.

It’s not just local community members that are helping give back. Numerous church, school, and 
business groups have also lent a hand. Groups helped us install a much needed culvert, brush 
overgrown trails at the Ojai Meadows Preserve, and rebuild fire destroyed signs. The OVLC is 
strong because of  our supporters and volunteers. We rely upon your invaluable help both in the 
field and in the of fice. We thank you for all of your time and hard work.

 – Brendan Taylor, Stewardship Director

Community Volunteers
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May 26
Free Guided Nature Hike up Wills 
Canyon on the Ventura River Preserve 
with Bettyanne Sessing

June 2
National Trails Day Volunteer Event 
(Details TBA)

June 11
Pints with Purpose. Native plant talk at 
Topa Topa Brewing Co.

July 7
Rattlesnake Avoidance Training  Class 
for Dogs - Register online

August 11
Movie Night at the Mob Shop with the 
International Ocean Film Tour

Save the Date!
September 22, 2018
4th Annual Mountainfilm on Tour 
Movie Night Under the Stars at OVS
(With an Ojai Evening of Feast and Film 
September 21 – Details TBA)

UPCOMING EVENTS

OPEN FOR  YOUR 
ENJOYMENT

Your Support Helps Keep it Open
While spring rains are bringing beautiful renewal to the Valley, there’s 
still much work to be done to fully restore OVLC lands. Bridges, 
benches, culverts, and dozens of trail signs burned. Kiosks were 
destroyed and trails need tread work. We’ll be working for several 
years until the hillsides are again stable and all of the infrastructure 
is replaced. On a positive note, it is an ideal time to look into the 
possibility of building new trails. All of this costs a considerable sum of 
money, and it wasn’t in the budget.  
Please donate to our Spring Drive today at ovlc.org/springdrive

Check your mailing label…

If the text is green you’re up to date, if it’s orange  
send in the enclosed envelope, it’s time to renew!

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP CURRENT?


