
Protecting your views, trails, water and wildlife

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy was the successful bidder at 
auction of an important 160 acre parcel for the Ojai Valley’s water 
supply. The forested parcel on the side of the Ojai Valley (pictured 
above) is remote, wild, and largely surrounded by national forest. 
It is also an important catchment basin that provides water to a 
number of Ojai Valley residents. 

“Safeguarding Ojai’s water is as important to the OVLC as pro-
tecting open space and providing places to hike,” said Executive 
Director Greg Gamble. “With the ongoing drought, it was all the 
more important to protect this water.” 

Unlike many other OVLC open space preserves, this property has 
no legal access and will not have public access. “The most appropri-
ate thing for OVLC to do for this property is to permanently retire 
all threats to this part of our community’s water supply, and leave 
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Pictured Above and on Front Cover: Soon to be OVLC’s newest 
preserve, the  remote 160 acre parcel sits mostly surrounded by 

national forest lands.Continued from previous pageBoard of Directors 
Don Reed – President 
Sandy Buechley – Vice President 
Cricket Twichell – Secretary 
Nathan Wallace – Treasurer

 

 

Staff 
Greg Gamble – Executive Director 
Brian Stark – Conservation Director 
Tania Parker – Director of Advancement 
Rick Bisaccia – Preserve Manager 
Marti Reid – Office Manager 
Lorraine Walter – Watershed Coordinator 
Ron Singer – Nursery Manager
Zachary Carter – Restoration Field Crew
Garret Cass – Restoration Field Crew
Dashiell Dunkell – Restoration Field Crew
Kimo Ellison – Restoration Field Crew

–

Mary Bergen 
Bill Brothers 
Roger Essick 
Margot Griswold 
Brian Holly

Allan Jacobs 
Ann Oppenheimer 

Larry Rose 
Roger Wachtell 

Barbara Washburn   

it for the bears and mountain lions,” 
said Don Reed, President of the 
OVLC Board of Directors.

The OVLC’s vision for the 160 acres 
wasn’t shared by their competition 
at the auction. Gamble was bidding 
against an out-of-state land specu-
lator who was described as being 
attracted to “difficult properties.” 

“I suspect that his ultimate goal for 
the property was to gain access and 
profit from residential develop-
ment. We all enjoy our homes, but 
houses in this sensitive location 
would hurt our water,” says Gamble.

Please join us in welcoming Kimo 
Ellison, the newest member of the 

OVLC Restoration Field Crew.

“The OVLC prevailed at 
auction against an out-
of-state land speculator, 
saving a critical watershed 
for the Ojai Valley.

“
The OVLC’s winning bid was $75,000, although with title insurance and other fees the 
total cost of the acquisition is about $80,000. Recognizing the importance of protecting 
this property for the Ojai Valley, members of the Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company 
generously donated funds to cover half of the costs.

Because this was a court-ordered auction, a small amount of legal process remains before 
the OVLC formally takes title to the property in late June or early July.  
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Above: Trail Marker Where Luci’s Trail Meets the Foothill Trail 
Right: Volunteer Rob Young Builds Tread »

Grueling hard work, getting filthy dirty, bleeding cuts, 
poison oak, and bug bites all came with the territory while 
building Luci’s Trail. My usual safety meeting talk went something 
like this: watch out for large falling rocks and rattlers. The volun-
teer trail crew would then head uphill to start clearing and building 
trail—something we felt adept at after building the Fox Canyon 
Trail the year before. After six months of Mondays, OVLC’s newest 
mile-long loop trail on the Valley View Preserve is officially open.

Fox Canyon and Luci’s trails both took a gargantuan effort to build. 
In a world of push button instant access, building a trail out of 
nothing takes moxy, dead reckoning and a strong body. Tools with 
exotic names and sharp blades—the Pulaski, the pick-mattock, the 
McCleod, loppers and good old shovels—cut switchbacks, cleared 
rocks, and removed vegetation. 

Starting near the bottom and working our way up, we first built 
short switchbacks up a narrow and steep hogback of a hill. With 
the help of an eager Patagonia employee volunteer group and our 
own stellar volunteers we built that section 300 feet at a time, with 
the heat of the sun beating down on us on the exposed ridge. 

Each volunteer has a specialty skill that played an important role 

Volunteers Make Luci’s Trail a Reality

Continued on next page
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in getting the trail to the top. Rob Young 
path-found a viable route and f lagged the 
way. Once construction began he was our 
go-to guy for guiding the rock work—
constructing f lights of stairs, moving 
heavy rocks, and building the crib walls 
which literally hold up the trail hanging 
onto the mountainside. 

Mike Gourley cut swaths through the 
brush to start roughing in the trail. Craig 
Holloway, Bill Brothers, Paula Power, Jim 
Kirchner, Jerry Maryniuk, and Wendy 
Oshler lent their hands in many ways—
sometimes refining tread or tossing 
brush, other times grubbing out root 
balls or rock armoring switchback turns. 
At one point a wall of poison oak 80 feet 
long, 10 feet wide and 6 feet tall had to be 
cleared out of the trail route. 

In the final Mondays we were in the 

Continued from previous page

Top: Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia watches as the 
trail progresses. 

Right: Volunteer Craig Holloway picks his way to the 
top. Trail volunteer and OVLC Board Member Bill 

Brothers surveys the progress. 
Below: A view to the west from the Foothill Trail.
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steepest section where the new trail joins 
the Foothill Trail, creating a loop with Fox 
Canyon Trail. It was here rocks weighing a 
ton or more had to be moved out of the way 
or into place creating steps and walls. What 
had been a steep deer trail now became the 
final route to the top beautified and solid-
ified by stone stairs. After countless hours 
of human power, 
we’ve reached our 
goal and the people 
of Ojai have another 
new trail.

Rick Bisaccia 
May 26, 2014  

The steep, 0.75 mile trail is located on the Valley View 
Preserve. It starts on Shelf Road just east of the Fox 
Canyon Trailhead, connecting at the top to the historic 
Foothill Trail. For trail maps and descriptions, please 
visit ovlc.org.

Luci’s Trail is of ficially open! 

Top: Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia directs Patagonia employee volunteers.
Middle: Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia. Heading for the top—building the stone stairs. 

An unusual flat portion of the trail. Lef t: The men who finished the trail (lef t to right): 
Mike Gourley, Craig Holloway, Jim Kirchner, & Rob Young.
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(New Members from 3/7/14 - 6/16/14) 
Cynthia Anderson 
Ted Angus 
Gabriel Arquilevich 
Thelma Atkinson 
Tom & Sue Blaine 
Alice & Mick Borgeson 
Claire Spiegel Brian 
Allen & Theresa Bridges 
David Brown 
Tracy Buckingham 
Gayle Caldwell 
Tif fany Cole & Sebastian Candioti 
Bert & Lanae Carter 
Cody and Jessica Chenoweth 
Gerry & Beverly Ching 
Paula & Geof frey Clark 
David & Naida Cohn 
Sean & Deirdre Daly 
Chad & Marlene Daniels 

Carol Dennie “C. Ray” 
Jackie & Derek Dammers 
James Graham & Jeanne Dickenson 
Matt & Kate Dolkas 
Lynn Dorgan 
Debra Dressler & Steve Lane 
Carol Bossuyt & Mike Dube 
Jerry and Merry Dunn 
Katherine & Glenn Erickson 
Don & Tricia Essick 
Lisa Grif fiths & Sylvia Dizon Family 
The Lojowsky Family 
Robert & Donna Feist 
Joy Fedele & Scott Forsyth 
John & Sandra Fourqurean 
Wendy Franklin 
John & Lynda Garrett-Garibaldi 
Professor & Mrs. William B Gartner 
Helen Gehrke 
Cambria & Idoh Gersten 

Christine Gilchrist 
Dan Glassman 
Meg Goodwin 
Grant & Erika Gorman 
Cynthia & Byron Grant 
Lois & Thomas Grieg 
Mike & Carol Hall-Mounsey 
Maria Halvorson 
Basit Hamid 
Kate Horwick 
Carol S. “Cally” Houck 
Michele Houghtaling 
Carolyn M. Huestis 
Wendy Pressley-Jacobs & Jerry Jacobs 
Edward R. Johnson Jr. 
June and Michael Juett 
William & Ada Kilbury 
Nancy & Pat Kroy 
Ryan & Emma Larkan 
Mary & Mark Latker 

Caroline Lieber 
Grace & Dan Malloy 
Lisa & Michael Marshall 
Caitlin Matthews 
Florence & Thomas Mc Neill 
Edward & Judith Mercer 
Linda & Robert Meyer 
Erin Mills 
Trudy Mitchell 
Kerry Myerson 
David & Barbara Nakada 
Tim Norian 
Greg Nullet 
James & Wendy Osher 
David Pacheco 
Christina Pages 
Katharine & Allan Parigian 
Patterson Orchards 
Jef frey Peariso 
Victoria Pearson 

   Welcome and Thank You to the Newest      Ojai Valley Land Conservancy Members!



Protecting your views, trails, water and wildlife www.ovlc.org      Page 7

Caroline Lieber 
Grace & Dan Malloy 
Lisa & Michael Marshall 
Caitlin Matthews 
Florence & Thomas Mc Neill 
Edward & Judith Mercer 
Linda & Robert Meyer 
Erin Mills 
Trudy Mitchell 
Kerry Myerson 
David & Barbara Nakada 
Tim Norian 
Greg Nullet 
James & Wendy Osher 
David Pacheco 
Christina Pages 
Katharine & Allan Parigian 
Patterson Orchards 
Jef frey Peariso 
Victoria Pearson 

Mark Pritchard 
Norm Reccius 
Richard & Sharon Rockefeller 
Barbara Rudd 
Carol & Steve Shestag 
Virginia Siegfried 
Mary McGrath & Richard Simon 
Gail Smith 
Linda Steis 
Tina E Stephens 
Casey M Stevens 
Tyler Suchman 
Katie, Jef f and Gus Thiede 
Emily Thomas 
Susie Tomlinson 
Cindy & Michael Tregler 
Sarah Turner 
Hattie Vail 
Eric & Stephani Vang 
Tracy Watson 

Marion Weil 
Penny Wheat 
Marc & Julia Whitman 
Debra Wilson 
John Wilson 
John & JoAnne Wilson
Kirsten & Chris Wilson 
Emily Winfrey 
William J. Woods III 
David Wright 
Daryl Yoshihashi 
Julija Zonic

   Welcome and Thank You to the Newest      Ojai Valley Land Conservancy Members!

A big THANK YOU to everyone who participated 
in this year’s Spring Membership Drive!

In 2014, we opened a new trail on the Valley View Preserve, 
creating a few more hiking routes that didn’t previously 
exist. We also purchased 160 acres of a canyon that is 
a critical source of water for Ojai Valley residents, and 
we received a grant to purchase an important property 
neighboring the Ventura River Preserve. 

Your support makes all of this and the care for 
our open spaces possible. Thank you.

Still want to participate in this year’s Membership Drive? 
It’s not too late! 

Visit ovlc.org to donate, or simply return the 
envelope in this newsletter with your gif t.

Special Gif ts
Don and Sheila Cluf f in Memory of 

Peggy Elgart 

Joyce Sattler in memory of Gary Faber,  

“A man known for his generosity. May 

his spirit soar!”
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Ventura River Sponsors
Old Creek Ranch Winery 
Patagonia

San Antonio Sponsors
Aqua-Flo Supply 
Barnhart & Barnhart Insurance 
Channel Islands Sportfishing 
Derby & Derby Inc. 
Ojai Cafe Emporium 
Ojai Community Bank 
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa 
Rains  
Riverview Ranch 
Shanbrom, Casey & Associates 
Thomas E. Malley Law Of fice  
Vintage Production California, LLC 
West Coast Air Conditioning

SULPHUR MOUNTAIN LEVEL
Heritage Financial 
Jones & Jones Construction Management 
Meiners Oaks Ace Hardware 
Ojai Rexall Drugs 
Ojai Valley Trail Riding Company 
Roger, Shef field, & Campbell LLP 
SusanKGuyART.com  
Suzanne’s Cuisine 
Waite, Jacobs & Atkinson Attorneys-at-Law

IN-KIND SPONSORS 
bitVision 
Euterpe Farms 
Frameworks of Ojai 
New Belgium Brewery 
Ojai Phone Book 
Ojai Quarterly  
Ojai Valley Directory 
Silver Development & Associates, Inc. 

Thank you to the businesses that support 
the protection of the Ojai Valley.  

Please support these businesses today.

Thank You OVLC 
Business Sponsors

WAO: Eyes on the Sky
June 28, 10 a.m. 
Film Screening and Q&A with Film Maker Steve Nicolaides and invited guests 
at the Ojai Playhouse.
Eyes on the Sky is an impartial look at the present and the future of 
fresh water in our cities and farmland, a film meant to promote citizen 
discussion and prompt public action. Water is integral to every aspect 
of life, and the west’s complicated relationship to it is the film’s focus. 

WAO: Green Fire
July 19, 10 a.m.
Green Fire – Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our Time film screening at 
the Ojai Playhouse.
Green Fire shares highlights from Leopold’s life and extraordinary 
career, explaining how he shaped conservation in the 20th century, and 
still inspires today.

DamNation
August 16, 10 a.m.
As a fundraiser, OVLC is hosting the documentary film DamNation at the Ojai 
Playhouse.
This powerful film odyssey across America explores the sea of change 
in our national attitude from pride in big dams as engineering wonders 
to the growing awareness that our own future is bound to the life and 
health of our rivers. Please visit ovlc.org/damnation for tickets and more 
information please. 

Annual Member Celebration!
September 13, 5 – 9 p.m. 
Save the date to party at the Steelhead Preserve! See page 11 in this 
newsletter for details.

Native Plant Sale
October 11,  9 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Nursery Manager Ron Singer will be selling some of the OVLC’s best 
stock of natives from our own Ojai Meadows Preserve Native Plant 
Nursery.

Ojai Day
October 18
Come visit our booth in Libbey Park!

All WAO (Wild About Ojai) events are free for members and $10 for non-
members. Become a member today! A family membership is just $35 per year. 
Visit www.ovlc.org today, or send in the attached envelope.

To RSVP for an event, contact Marti at (805) 649-6852 or  
marti@ovlc.org. For an updated list of events, visit 
www.ovlc.org or like us on Facebook.

Up
co

m
in

g 
Ev

en
ts



Protecting your views, trails, water and wildlife www.ovlc.org      Page 9

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy has been awarded an 
$843,000 grant by the State Coastal Conservancy to use for the 
purchase of a critical 29-acre property adjacent to the Ventura 
River Preserve. The property was owned by the late Mark 
Hatton, and is between the Oso Trailhead and the Riverview 
Trailhead just west of Rice Road.

Although a portion of the property that OVLC will not retain 
has improvements such as a small home, the majority of the 
property remains in a natural state. It is quintessential river 
bottom, and plays an important role with other Ventura River 
f loodplain lands in the support of a wide variety of rare, 
threatened and endangered species. Being adjacent to two of 
the most used trailheads in the Ojai Valley, this land also has 
outstanding potential recreational value.

With the grant award and the completion of a number of in-
spections, the OVLC has now waived all its contingencies and 
will complete the acquisition in September.  

OVLC Receives $843,000 Grant for Acquisition

The $843,000 grant will pay for the purchase 
price of the property and related costs such as 
the appraisal and other due diligence. The OVLC 
is currently fundraising for $50,000 in expenses 
associated with the project which cannot be paid 
by the grant. 

If you would like to contribute, please contact 
Tania at 805-649-6852 x 6 or tania@ovlc.org. 

“

The State Coastal Conservancy 
awarded this grant for the purchase of 
a critical 29-acre property adjacent to 
the Ventura River Preserve.“
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Since the wetlands were constructed on the 
Ojai Meadows Preserve, local storm water 
has been directed through those wetlands 
where some pollutants can be removed 
or metabolized prior to the water f lowing 
back out to the Ventura River. To date, the 
project has been a great success. Soon, the 
Meadows will be home to a second storm 
water cleaning project thanks to a partner-
ship between the OVLC and the Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District 
(WPD). 

Recently, the WPD was awarded a grant 
for the construction of a new storm water 
bioswale to be located on the Ojai Meadows 
preserve. The project will involve the open-
ing of an underground community storm 
drain near Meiners Oaks Elementary School 
to direct the f low onto the preserve. A sinu-
ous swale will guide the water through the 
site and carry it past native grasses and 
wetland plants that can consume excess 
nutrients. Petroleum products can also 
be decomposed in the swale thanks to soil 
bacteria. In addition, some of the water will 
sink into the soil to contribute to ground-
water recharge. The swale should be able to 
absorb all of the summer run-off, keeping 
pollution from re-entering the storm drain 
system. When the swale gets full with win-
ter rains, it will run off back into the storm 
drain.

This project will serve as a local demon-
stration for ways that urban storm water 
can be managed in harmony with natural 
processes. The swale will look similar to 
other swales on the preserve, and will be 
replanted after construction using native 
grasses, wildflowers, trees, shrubs, and 
wetland species. It will be a few months 
before work begins on-site, but we hope 
one day it will lead to other future efforts 
to manage storm water and create environ-
mental enhancements.  

Bioswale Coming OVLC has a Fresh New Website!

In the Ventura River watershed, we have lots of people and resources, videos 
and classes, and even financial incentives to help us conserve our precious 
water supplies.

Find out about these resources on the Ventura River Watershed Council’s new 
“Save More Water” website: http://venturawatershed.org/save-more-water

SAVE MORE WATER

The OVLC website 

has a new look and 

more access than ever 

before. A resource to 

find information on 

OVLC events, explore 

our preserves, read 

our current and past 

newsletters, and follow 

our new hiking guides. 

As we continue to develop 

the site, new maps and 

trail descriptions will 

be added each week. 

Currently, you can check 

out our self-guided 

walking tour of the Ojai 

Meadows Preserve and 

download your own 

birding checklist. 

Best of all the site is now 

mobile friendly. Check us 

out and check back of ten 

for the latest at ovlc.org!
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 Schedule
      6:00  Dinner

      6:45 Recent Highlights & Special Announcement   
 from Executive Director Greg Gamble

      7:00 Party/Dancing with the Three Rivers Band!
A special thank you to  Old Creek Ranch Winery for 
their donation of wine to this year’s event. 

Annual Member Celebration - Save the Date!

September 13, 2014
5-9 pm

At the Ventura River 
Steelhead Preserve

Members Only
Want to bring a friend? Have them join or 

renew today!

Ventura River Steelhead Preserve - Photograph by Les Dublin

Food

Fun!

Music

Beer

Wine

Raf fle

Watch for your postcard invite in August!

No-Host Bar

Tickets will soon be 
available online, at the 

of fice, by phone, & 
mail. Watch your email 
and mailbox for more 

event information 
soon. We look forward 

to seeing you!

(Not yet open to the public!)
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For more information contact: 

Tania Parker, Director of Advancement 
(805) 649-6852 x 6 
tania@ovlc.org 

Or visit www.ovlc.org
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OJAI VALLEY
LAND CONSERVANCY

Protecting your views, trails, water and wildlife

Together, We Can Make a Dif ference.
Just by including the Ojai Valley Land 

Conservancy in your estate plans, you 

can help protect the beauty of Ojai 

for generations to come. A bequest is 

a simple way to support the OVLC in 

the future while retaining control of 

your assets during your lifetime. By 

making the OVLC a beneficiary of your 

will, trust, retirement plan, life insur-

ance policy, or financial accounts, you 

ensure your values will be passed on 

af ter you. 

The real beneficiary, of course, is 
Ojai.

Ojai Meadows Preserve

“I give, devise, and bequeath [percentage / amount / description] to the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy, a nonprofit corporation, located at PO Box 1092, Ojai, CA, 93024, Tax Identification 
Number 77-0169682.”

You Can Use this Language for Your Gif t:


