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Decides to hold second 

National Consultation 

on Land Conservation, 

but with a more exciting 

name: Rally. 

Launches first-ever 

national survey to assess 

the quantity, uses and 

practices relating to both 

privately and publicly 

held conservation 

easements. Findings and 

recommendations later 

presented at Rally ’��. (See 

Graph �) 
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For state and local land trusts, acres protected by conservation easements account for 

55% of all land conserved, while 13% of total land saved is owned by land trusts.

Graph 1. Private Land Conservation by State and Local Land Trusts

Ojai In The Context Of The National Land Trust Movement

Photo above: This 36 acre conservation easement was do-
nated in 2009.  It provides permanent land protection within 
the City limits of Ojai. From a monetary perspective this was 
the largest gift to OVLC in the organization’s history. 
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     In the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries a 
handful of land trusts 
existed, and by 1950 
there were an esti-
mated 53 land trusts 
in 26 states.  The ma-
jority of these were lo-
cated in the northeast.  
     By 1980, more than 
400 local and regional 
land trusts existed, 
still mostly located in 
the northeast.  Three 
quarters of these had 
no paid staff and more 
than half had budgets 
under $5,000.  The 
majority of land was 
protected by fee own-
ership, but the use of 
conservation ease-
ments was growing.  
In 1987 a small group 

of concerned people formed the Ojai Valley 
Land Conservancy.  These early instigators, for 
whom we are grateful, were early founders and 
board members Ellen Hall, Richard Handley, 

Barbara Martin, 
Alasdair Coyne, 
James Lashly, 
Alan Hooker, 
Nina Shelley, 
Greg McMillian, 
Zelma Wilson, 
and the late 
Carla Bard.  
     Look at the 
graph from the 
Land Trust Alli-
ance to the left 
and notice that 
land conserva-
tion started tak-
ing off around 
1997, which 
was the same 
year that the 
Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy 

accepted its first donation 
of land.  Dr. Ilvento donat-
ed the 80-acres which is 
now the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy’s Ilvento 
Preserve located adjacent 
to the Thacher School.
     In 1999, just as national 
private land conservation 
began to explode, the land 
protection work of the Ojai 
Valley Land Conservan-
cy began to take off.  In 
1999 a $200,000 gift from 
Taormina resident Ruth 
Matthews and a $250,000 
bequest from Meiners 

Oaks resident Pekka Merikallio, 
were pivotal, giving the OVLC the 
momentum it necessary to raise 
the rest of the $1.2 million needed 

Trust continued on page 2...



Photos by Brian Stark, OVLC’s Director 
of Conservation.  Above: An Adopt-A-Plot 
being kept weed free by some amazing 
volunteers.  Above right: An Adopt-A-Plot 
when the wild flowers start to take hold 
and nature has her way.  

 of weed seeds still in the soil. This 
was a necessary step so we could 
use these areas as test plots for 
an ambitious project to restore 
native grasses and wildflowers 
to the Ojai Meadows. Now that 
the hardest work is done, we are 
preparing to get to the fun part…
the planting! As soon as we get 

our first rains, we will start test-
ing different grass and wildflow-
er species, and combinations of 
species, so we can learn the best 
methods to use throughout the 
larger preserve.
      I am very proud of our vol-
unteers because they have kept 
a vision alive of what the Mead-
ows can be if it weren’t covered 
in weeds. All of the test plots 
have been successfully treated. 
Each of our Adopt-A-Plot teams 
undertook their task in their own 
unique ways, and it has been fun 
to watch it happen. Plot 2 was 
worked by Sonia Nordenson and 
Shirley Warren. They were my 
first volunteers and got the pro-
gram off to a great start. They get 
the “Pioneer Award” for being the 
first to commit.  I call Plot 3 the 
“Milkweed Plot” in honor of Mar-
qui Bury and Joanie and John 
Sherfey. They got friends involved 
and were the most meticulous in 
working around a growing patch 
of milkweed. They even made 
their own marking flags!  They get 

     They say that it is possible 
to do anything if one is persistent 
enough. Some of the most per-
sistent people in the Ojai Valley 
have been diligently removing 
weeds from small plots of land 
on the Ojai Meadows Preserve 
for an entire year!  Thanks to our 
volunteers, we have not only re-
moved the weeds you can see, 
but we have reduced the number 
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news and updates
Trust...continued from cover. Adopt-A-Plot Program: Big Success

Land conservation is about so much 
more than land. It’s about the deepest 
of  emotions; the most powerful of  family 
stories.

— Martha Teichner, Emmy-winning
newswoman, at land trust rally in 2008

Plot continued on page 3...

By Brian Stark, OVLC Director of Conservation
to purchase what is now the Ojai 
Meadows Preserve.        
In 2007 OVLC owned five sepa-
rate preserve parcels: the 80-acre 
Ilvento Preserve; the 58-acre Ojai 
Meadows Preserve purchased in 
1999 and 2000; the 9-acre San An-
tonio Creek Preserve donated in 
2002; the 1,591-acre Ventura River 
Preserve purchased in 2003; and 
the 19-acre Ventura River Conflu-
ence Preserve purchased in 2004.  
In more recent years the Rio Vista 
Preserve and the Ventura River 
Steelhead Preserve were acquired.
    Of the roughly 2,000 acres pro-
tected by OVLC to date, approxi-
mately 200 acres were protected 
through voluntary land preserva-
tion agreements called conserva-
tion easements. These properties 
remain in private ownership and 
are monitored annually by the Ojai 
Valley Land Conservancy.  Land 
owners who donate conservation 
or agricultural easements gain tax 
benefits and the Ojai Valley gains 
open space in perpetuity.  Ease-
ments “run with the land” and sur-
vive changes in ownership.
     Thankfully for our children’s 
children the land trust movement 
is booming both nationwide and 
locally through the good work of 
many and your generous support!   



the “Christo” award for their art-
in-nature. Susan Moody, Nancy 
Eldblom, Judith Gustafson, and 
Linda Coulson did an awesome 
job with Plot 4. Their work was so 
detailed, and they put the most 
time into the “Community Plot” (5) 
and helped make that a success, 
too. They have earned the 

“Gluttons for Punishment Award.” 
Plot 6 saw Jayne McClenehan 
and her crew from Ojai’s Eco-
Rotary Club make a party out 
of each work day. They get the 
“Emeril Award” for bringing the 
best food to a work day. Last, 
but not least, is the “Brute Force 
Award” for OVLC Board Presi-
dent Roger Essick and his family 
for their scorched earth policy on 
weeds. At times the plot looked 
like a war zone, but it will soon be 
home to peaceful flowers. 
     The exciting work is just start-
ing though. We will be coordinat-
ing our plot teams for planting this 
fall when the rains come, and look 
forward to seeing the real fruits of 
all their generous labor. Looking 
into the future, we will continue to 
have teams adopt plots, but the 
new plots will be located through-
out the Preserve where we will 
be manually establishing anchor 
populations of grasses and flow-
ers that will act as seed sources 
for future years. I want all of our 
volunteers to know that they ac-
complished something important 
and have proven the value of a 
commitment to a piece of land. 
Thank you all so much, and I look 
forward to continuing our work for 
the wildflowers. 

3 

making an impact

Plot...continued from page 2.

     It was a hot and sunny day 
at the Ojai Meadows Preserve.  
But it was beautiful and shady 
under the eucalyptus trees at the 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s 
(OVLC) 25th anniversary party on 
Saturday September 8. 
     When I arrived with two friends 
for my first OVLC party, three ac-
tors were performing “The Lorax” 
by Dr. Seuss under and in the 
eucalyptus trees. What a great 
way to celebrate the Ojai Valley 
Land Conservancy!  The musical 
entertainment was exceptional. 
The first, Julia and Smitty, played 
great folk music which made me 
dance and feel happy to be at a 
party and under the trees.  The 
Action Down group was really fun 
too.  
     Fundraising is important for a 
non-profit group so I was pleased 
to see tables decorated with lin-
ens and baskets to be raffled off 
to earn money to help pay for the 
party. At its peak there were over 
150 friendly Ojaians there to cele-
brate local conservation.  They all 
seemed to enjoy the food, drink, 
and festivities including the giant 
birthday cakes donated by the 
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa.  My best 
friend Mitch Goldstein purchased 
an arm's-length of raffle tickets for 
$10.00 and was very happy when 
he won a basket with health sup-
plies and coupons worth almost 
$400.00.            
   OVLC’s Executive Director, Greg 
Gamble, spoke of how much he 
loves the conservancy and what it 
has done for Ojai and land protec-
tion in the valley. Greg gave out 
OVLC vests and awards to rec-
ognize some of the people who 
worked tirelessly to bring success  
to the Ojai Valley Land Conser-
vancy’s efforts.  People enjoyed 
the awards program.  
     Greg mentioned that success 

Reflections from Under the Trees 
By Ann Rosecrance, OVLC Volunteer and Watershed Planner
    
 

has come in cyclic spurts over 
the years and that each success 
led to other successes and how 
proud he is of the fantastic and 
generous members of the Ojai 
Valley Land Conservancy. My 
other friend, and Ojai resident 
Fury Curtin, was glad to learn 
about the history of the OVLC 
and was impressed with how mo-
tivated people in Ojai are to keep 
land protection happening in the 
valley.  We were both amazed to 
learn that the OVLC has protect-
ed an amount of land that equals 
almost two thirds the size of the 
entire City of Ojai, making OVLC 
the largest recreational land man-
ager in the Ojai Valley outside of 
the U.S. Forest Service.  

All photos on page 3 were taken by Lauren 
Ward, OVLC Restoration Technician.



The primary lesson to be learned from the suc-
cesses of the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy: to 
achieve success in stewardship of the environment 
it takes a community — visionaries, staff, volunteers, 
members, community benefactors, and business spon-
sors. 

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy is 
a community-based nonprofit organization 
working with partners to permanently pro-
tect the Ojai Valley for the benefit of current 
and future generations. Since 1987, the Ojai     

Valley Land Conservancy has protected roughly 2,000 
acres, an area equivalent in size to 2/3 of the City of 
Ojai. Following, you’ll read about some milestones in 
this 25-year success story. These milestones represent 
caring people of great vision, committed to preserv-
ing our precious environment.  The primary lesson to 
be learned from the successes of the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy, is to achieve success in stewardship of 
the environment, it takes a community — visionaries, 
staff, volunteers, members, community benefactors, 
and business sponsors. 

10.1.2012



1987

2002

1997

1999

2000 2003 2009

Future

2012

2011

2010

Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
(OVLC) is established as a 

501(c)(3) to protect Ojai Val-
ley’s open spaces. 

Today OVLC focuses on the 
protection of views, trails, 

water and wildlife.

Ilvento Preserve, an 80 
acre chaparral ridge, is 
acquired by OVLC as 

Ojai Valley’s first nature 
preserve.  

Ilvento’s dramatic top-
ographical relief, plant 
diversity and wildlife    

corridors make Ilvento 
special.

The Ojai Meadows Preserve 
is established and restora-
tion of a historic wetland 
begins.  Bird species begin 
their return.   Thank you 

Mike Krumpschmidt, OVLC 
leaders, grant makers and the 

community!

1994
Phil Monscharsh 

was the Conservan-
cy’s president from 

1988-1994.

John Broesamle 
served as the 
Conservancy 

president from 
1997 - 1999.

Fuelbreak Road Trail 
Easement established 

and held by OVLC.  The 
trail is accessible from 

the top of Gridley Road 
or the Pratt trailhead at 
the top of Signal Street.

San Antonio Creek Preserve 
is established thanks to a 
generous    donation from 

Betty Jane McCurley.

Cluff  Vista Park was 
established.  Thank you 
Don and Shelia Cluff 

and Tom Bostrom and 
many generous donors.  
The park is owned and 
managed by the City 

of Ojai.
Also, the Ventura River - El Nido Preserve, 

referred to as the Ventura River Preserve, is 
established for communtiy use. 

Jim Jackson served as OVLC presi-
dent during the productive years of 

2002-2004.  

Ventura River - Confluence Preserve 
established

Ventura River - Rio Vista 
Preserve established (54 

acres)
Also,  a thirty-six 
acre conservation 

easement pro-
vides permanent 
land protection 
within the City 
limits of Ojai.

2004

A third trailhead opens at 
the Ventura River Pre-

serve.  The Old Baldwin 
Trailhead includes miles 

of new trails, a wheel chair 
accessible trail, and access 
to the rest of the 1,500+ 

acre preserve.

Ventura River Steel-
head Preserve and 

Conservation Center 
acquired.  Protects 

critical river habitat.   
OVLC working hard 
to get the preserve 
ready for public use.

Roger Essick is  the 
current president.

Long awaited bridge 
built at the Ojai Mead-
ows Preserve to com-
plete the interpretive 
loop.Thank you Ojai 

Lions and other gener-
ous donors.HAPPY 
25th BIRTHDAY!

Photo by Les Dublin

What will the future hold beyond 
2020? That depends on you. Com-
munity supported open space:  the 
very future of the Ojai Valley is in 

your hands. 

Photo by Les Dublin

Photo by Holly Roberts

Photo by Holly Roberts

Photo by Lynn Malone

Photo by Lauren Ward

 You can...
Join OVLC as a 
member or business 
sponsor.

Make a donation in 
honor of someone 
special.

Include the OVLC in 
your estate plans.

Volunteer your time 
and/or services.
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 eVents and education  

Give The Gift Of Land Protection This Holiday     
     
     Did you know that chances are good that your nature loving 
neighbors, friends and family are NOT members of the Ojai Valley 
Land Conservancy?  Consider giving them the gift of membership 
to the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy this holiday season.  Through 
your gift membership they will receive the OVLC newsletter four 
times a year, be included in special events, and be able to attend 
educational sessions, tours and hikes for no charge.  On rare occa-
sion we do offer members an event that has an associated fee.  
Give them something unique and thoughtful this holi-

day season – an Ojai Valley Land Conservancy an-
nual membership good for the entire household.  

     Just include a check with a note that has the name(s), address, 
phone, and email of the gifted.  OVLC will send you a thank you 
and them a welcome letter announcing your gift. Please allow a 
one-week turn around for their gift letter to arrive after your pur-
chase is received.   Gift welcome letters can be mailed on any 
specified Monday thru Friday if you want to do your holiday shop-
ping in advance.

Events
October 28, 2012, 12:30 PM 
to 2:30 PM, As part of the Ojai 
Film Festival the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy will host the Ojai pre-
miere of “Chasing Ice,” a film 
that received a standing ovation at 
the Sundance Film Festival.  Prior to 
this screening the audience will enjoy 
the new OVLC film produced to com-
memorate 25 years of conservation in 
the Ojai Valley written and directed by 
Steve Nicolaides.  Tickets are $10.00.  
See back cover for details.  

November 3, 2012, 9:30 AM 
to 11:30 AM, Ojai naturalist and 
herbalist Lanny Kaufer will lead an 
Herb Walk at the Ojai Mead-
ows Preserve located off High-
way 33 immediately west of Nordhoff 
High School. He will identify native 
plants and discuss their uses by in-
digenous Native Americans, modern 
herbalists, and foragers of all kinds.  
Our local plant species have long 
been used for food, medicine, first 
aid, crafts, landscaping, ceremony 
and more.

     There are many activities and pro-
grams that go into OVLC’s outreach 
and public education mission. Staff 
and volunteers host information ta-
bles at public events, environmental 
experts from a variety of disciplines 
lead Wild about Ojai presentations 
and hikes.  Of all the outreach pro-
grams, few are as important as OV-
LC’s all-volunteer docent program.   
     Barbara Washburn, board mem-
ber and chair of the docent program, 
started this outreach years ago in 
an effort to teach the public about 
OVLC and its restoration work.   Do-
cents are our preserve educators, 
teaching diverse groups about our 
history, our restoration projects and 
our vision for the future. A group of 
kindergartners learn how an acorn 
becomes a mighty oak which then 
becomes a home for birds and 
other animals. A group of tourists 
learn how, with grass roots commu-
nity support, a parcel of weeds was 
transformed into a thriving wetlands. 
     Whatever the focus of interest, our 
docents share their love and knowl-
edge of nature and the OVLC to cre-
ate unforgettable tours that inform 
and engage the public.  Throughout 
the year, we get requests from pri-
vate and public groups for guided 
tours or hikes on our preserves.  In 

addition to the First Saturday hikes, 
over the last year our docents led 
tours for preschoolers from a local 
daycare facility, tourists in town for 
the Ojai Music Festival and groups 
from the city of Ventura’s “My Ventu-
ra” program.  For all of these groups 
the docents are the public face of the 
OVLC and it mission and vision.
     We thank and honor all of our do-
cents who give so much of their time, 
energy and talents.  They are invalu-
able assets as they are so often the 
first impression of the conservancy 
for newcomers and visitors to Ojai.  
They all deserve a round of applause 
for their passion and commitment to 
OVLC.  To learn more about the do-
cent program or other volunteer op-
portunities contact Marti Reid at 649-
6852 ext. 2 or marti@ovlc.org.

We Honor Our Dedicated OVLC Docents

OVLC Docents As Of Oct. 2, 2012
Anita Cramm 
Nancy Eldblom
Bill Fox
Trina Grantham
Judith Gustafson
Angie Heald
MaryAnn O’Connor
John Pavelko
Cricket Twichell
Art Vander
Barbara Washburn



Russ & Pat 
Baggerly
Geary S. Bensen
Andy & Sharon 
Bisaccia
Sean & Deirdre Daly
Ernie & Carly Ford
Liz Gladstone
Sabine Hoppner
Perry Van Houten
Jim & Marcia Jeffery
Jena Jenkins
Kathryn Lawrence
Rhoda Martin
Alex McKeown
John D Patterson
& Jack Mesbit
Katie Fagan
& Frank Morales
Rick & Jennifer
Ridgeway
Ali S. Widmar

New Members
 7.7.12 to 9.28.12

Joan Roberts 
gave member-
ship gifts to:
Gay Martin & 
Patricia Cluchey
Bruce & Inez 
Canvasser
Anne Ly & David 
Crump Garay
Alice & Richard 
Matzkin
Angela Matzkin
Jim McDonough
Jeremy & Cecilia 
Sullivan
Pamela Grau Twena

Pegi Skoff gave 
a gift in memory 
of Patrick Dowd 
Reilley

              people matter
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Thank You 
OVLC Business

Sponsors

VENTURA RIVER LEVEL
Patagonia

OJAI MEADOWS LEVEL
Old Creek Ranch Winery

Rabobank

SAN ANTONIO LEVEL
Channel Islands Sportfishing

Euterpe Farms
Law Office of 

Thomas E. Malley
Oso Ranch

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa
Ojai Community Bank

Riverview Ranch
Shanbrom, Casey and Assoc.
Vintage Production California

SULPHUR MOUNTAIN 
LEVEL

Barnhart & Barnhart 
Insurance 

Heritage Financial
Index Fresh

Meiners Oaks Hardware
New Oak Ranch
Ojai Rexall Drugs
The Oaks at Ojai

Rains
Waite, Jacobs & Atkinson

(Attorneys at Law)
Wildland Fire Specialists, LLC

IN-KIND SPONSORS
bitVision

New Belgium Brewing Co.
Frameworks of Ojai
Ojai Phone Book

Ojai Valley Directory
Ojai Valley Lions Club

Ojai Valley News
Silver Sewer & Drain 

Plumbing Service

     Go to shopping.eScrip.com to 
check out over 800 online mer-
chants who will give a percentage 
of your purchases to the Ojai Val-
ley Land Conservancy (OVLC).  
Amazon.com, 1-800-Flowers.
com, Patagonia, and so many 
more online retailers will give 
money to the organization(s) of 
your choice!   And when you use 
your Vons Club Card card, a per-
centage of your purchases will 
also come to the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy.   American Airline’s 
flyers get 5% of their purchases 
kicked back to the OVLC!  You 
may need to register before No-
vember 1st for Von’s to contrib-
ute.
     This is easy to set up, just go to 
shopping.eScrip.com and choose 
the sign up tab.  You will simply 
register your Vons Club Card. 
And to increase eScrip’s auto-
matic purchase contributions by 
an average of 50% register your 
debit and credit cards too.  Busi-
ness credit cards are also eligible.  
     eScrip is a progam of Elec-
tronic Scrip Incorporated (ESI), 
a California-based corporation 
dedicated to establishing relation-
ships between commerce and 
community to provide resources 
to organizations and projects.  ESI 
introduced the eScrip program in 
1999 and has distributed over 
$250 million to entities across the 
country.
    Enhance your contributions to 
the protection of the Ojai Valley 
by using your registered debit and 
credit cards and using shopping.
eScrip.com as the site where you 
begin each online shopping trip 
you take.  There are local restau-
rants that also participate in the 
eScrip program.  You can find a 
list of participating restaurants at 

Buying Groceries Supports the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy!  Popular with many schools, the eScrip 
Program has been in place since 1999.

eScrip.rewardsnetwork.com.  
     To participate it doesn’t mat-
ter where you live.  So share this 
with your friends who believe the 
Ojai Valley is special and want to 
help.   If 500 people sign up, and 
spend an average of $400.00 at 
Vons each month, for example, 
the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
would earn roughly $120,000.00 
each year which would pay for the 
care and maintenance of the Ven-
tura River Preserve and the Ojai 
Meadows Preserve for your en-
joyment.  This is a very easy way 
to support the Ojai Valley.  Sign up 
today to leverage your money for 
your community’s benefit.

Reflect your family 
values in your estate 
planning and include 
the OVLC in your 
estate plan today.
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This event is an OVLC fundraiser.  Tell your friends and invite your family.  “Chasing Ice” received a 
standing ovation at this year’s Sundance Film Festival.  More at chasingice.com. 

PRESERVE HOURS
Please note that Winter hours 

begin on November 1 and run through 
March 31.  Winter hours are from 

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  
     

Peak season hours, in affect until 
October 31st, are from 

8:00 AM to 7:30 PM. 
Peak season hours begin on April 1st.

     
Happy hiking, riding, running, 
birding and communing with 
nature.  But remember to remove 
your car before trailhead gates close.  
Cars parked at trailheads after hours 
will remain behind gates until morning.

Ojai’s “Chasing Ice” Film Premiere
I, _____________________________________, would like to purchase 
____ tickets at $10.00 each for a total of  $ ______.   Please email/mail 
my tickets to me at _________________________________________.   

q     Check enclosed payable to OVLC
q Credit card # _________________________________
q Visa   q MasterCard   q Am. Express 
Exp date_____________  
Signature __________________________________________

From the Producer of the 
Academy Award Winning 

film “The Cove”.


