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Follow the Egret
Experiences to grow by

OJAI VALLEY LAND CONSERVANCY NEWS

On a sunny afternoon, a small group of third graders make their
way across the Ojai Meadows Preserve, smelling the smells and
attending to shiny blue beetles along the path. Suddenly, a student
spins around and signals for the others to be quiet. He points
toward a great egret maneuvering slowly through the Meadow. The
children are spellbound and unmoving, just watching. A quiet dis-
cussion ensues, and the group decides only to move with the bird,
so they don’t scare it away. As the bird continues, the kids synchro-
nize their every step with the egret’s grace, mimicking each undula-
tion of its sinewy, long neck. The egret stops. Pause. Everyone stops.
Waiting. The egret steps forward again, re-initiating this game of
“follow the leader,” and the students follow. Suddenly, without
warning, the bird takes two large steps, stretching its wings open,
and … all at once the children take flight, arms outstretched, soar-
ing over the Meadow together.

This game of “follow the egret” arose spontaneously from chil-
dren feeling connected to nature, capturing their attention, as well as
their hearts. Moments like this highlight the invaluable relationships
between the Ojai Meadows Preserve and three neighboring schools:
Oak Grove School, Meiners Oaks Elementary, and Nordhoff High
School. Within a hop, skip and jump, students find themselves at
the Preserve -- and in a whole new world of ecological relationships.

Restoration of the Ojai Meadows Preserve is no small task and
will be ongoing for years. By engaging local schools, the project has
become a rare opportunity for building a community around a
shared natural place.  Students and faculty at the schools are play-
ing a vital role in the restoration project. 

Oak Grove Environmental Education and Outdoor
Coordinator Sara Benjamin starts her school year by collecting
acorns to plant on the
Preserve. “It’s like an
Easter egg hunt!” one
excited toddler proclaimed.
Students also collect and
propagate seeds from
native plants in green-
houses at Oak Grove and
Meiners Oaks Schools.
The kids track the
progress of their  “little
green babies,”  caring for

them in the greenhouses and transplanting them on the Meadow. 
Older students also help with the removal of invasive plant

species, digging up non-native grasses and plants in order to make
room for the incoming native grasses, shrubs, and trees.

In a time where many children prefer to play indoors because
“that's where all the outlets are” (Richard Louv, Last Child in the
Woods), local outdoor and environmental programs foster genuine
and lasting relationships between students and the world outside
of the classroom. 

In addition to working and playing on the Ojai Meadows
Preserve, students spend time discovering just what a wetland really
is, and why it matters in an interconnected ecological system.  It is
truly rewarding for students to know that their efforts have helped to
attract  feathered friends like red-winged blackbirds, herons, hawks,
falcons, bluebirds, robins, killdeer, sparrows, meadowlarks, kites,
and egrets. Not to mention the chorus of toads and tree frogs in the
wetland or the surprise lizard or snake encountered on the trails. 

OVLC’s partnership with local schools allows students to make
real, measurable impacts on the environmental health of their own
back yards.  Following the egret en route to restoring the Meadow is
just one example of how students begin to develop relationships with
nature, environmental consciousness, and the confidence of knowing
they are making a difference globally by taking simple actions locally.

Special thanks to Sara Benjamin and Derek Poultney, co-authors
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S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

Jim and his wife Dottie moved to Ojai four years ago from
suburban San Francisco after his retirement from a career at
International Paper. Having been active with the Lyndsey
Wildlife Museum, the Audubon Society and the Sierra Club,
Jim was ready to live in a place where he could enjoy nature.
Soon after his arrival in Ojai he met Rich Handley who wast-
ed no time finding a way to involve Jim, who began to build
donor benches for the OVLC.  Jim is active in many Ojai-
based organizations including the National Disaster Search
Dog Foundation and the Hospital Guild. He and Dottie have
raised 3 grown sons and now find time to enjoy participat-
ing in nature pursuits such as wildlife rehabilitation with the
Ojai Raptor Center, birdwatching at the Ojai Meadows
Preserve and trailhead hosting at the Ventura River Preserve.

As our new Office Manager and Development Associate,
Sherry will be overseeing office logistics at OVLC as well as
working closely with our members and volunteers.  Sherry
comes to us from Patagonia where she worked for 20 years
in sales, marketing and visual design. She is also currently
an art teacher in the local schools and a long-time Ojai
resident. She and her husband Alan have enjoyed raising
their 3 boys in Ojai.  Sherry is excited about joining the
OVLC staff and working on a variety of projects for the
Conservancy. She looks forward to meeting as many OVLC
members as possible, so stop by and say hello!

Meet Sherry Doyle
OVLC’s newest staff member

OVLC Welcomes new board member

Jim Combs

• Everyone who helped plant trees on the
Ojai Meadows Preserve, especially Gus
Schubert, Paula Power, Becky Beckett
and Mary Root.

• S&K Construction for the use of their 
big work truck.

• Zy (in Taormina) for his help with the trees.
• Ojai Valley Nursery for the use of their

box-tree dolly.
• The Taormina Community for their 

generous donations and patience!

• Tom Bostrom for his oak tree advice.
• Sheri Mayta for representing the OVLC all

day at the Ventura Earth Day Celebration.
• Sky High Tree Service for their help 

planting the last of the trees after everyone’s
backs had given out.

• John Broesamle for arranging a recent 
community meeting at Monica Ros School.

• Ellen Hall for allowing us to use The Oak
Grove High School Learning Center for an
OVLC educational program.

• Kathy and John Broesamle for re-kindling
the enthusiasm of a great group of event
planning volunteers and for hosting a 
wonderful lunch at their home.

• Jim Combs for his help building benches
and birdhouses for the preserves.

• Patsy Glenn for her willingness and help to
feed the masses during special events.
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MMark your calendar for
what promises to be a lovely night under the stars on the Ojai
Meadows Preserve.  This year we will enjoy a delicious catered
meal and a taste of the fruits of some of our local vineyards for
merriment.  Live music and an exciting auction will round out
the fun.

Last year’s Moonlight auction was a tremendous success due
to the great items donated by our members and their friends in
the community.  Please be thinking creatively of any auction
items that you can donate to make this year’s event shine in a
whole new light.  Whether vacations,  services, art, gift items, or
a themed gift basket, we welcome your contributions.

If you would like to help with planning the event, we have
several positions open on planning committees and would love
to hear from you.  Please call Lynn Malone, Member Services
Director at 646-7930 ext. 4 or email lynn@ovlc.org.

SPECIAL EVENTS
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Annual OVLC 
Old And New 
Friends Picnic

SAVE THE DATE!
Friday, June 22nd 

at 5:30 pm
Call today to make your reserva-

tion to join us for a real FUN-RAISER
of a picnic at the Old Creek Winery
for OVLC members and friends.  

Fun and games, dinner, music,
wine tasting, and a visit by special
guests Jim and Dawn Engel promise to
make this a special time for all.  We will also take this opportunity to recognize our incredible volunteers. This is a great time to
help grow OVLC membership by inviting a friend.  What a fun way to join a community of folks who care about the
preservation of our valley! 

$20 in advance (with RSVP by June 19) or $25 at the door.  
RSVP today! 646-7930 or sherry@ovlc.org

Moonlight 
On The 
Meadow

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2007

Save the Date!

OVLC members and HELP of Ojai folks enjoyed a vehicle tour of
two of the OVLC preserves on May 18th and 19th.  

On May 18th Derek Poultney shared a presentation of the
“New Day on the Meadow” program at HELP of OJAI, and led a
short walking tour of the Ojai Meadows Preserve followed by a
picnic lunch. 

On May 19th a small group of OVLC senior members
enjoyed a vehicle tour to the El Nido Meadow on the Ventura
River Preserve followed by a picnic lunch on the Ojai Meadows
Preserve.  A great time was had by all.

Legacy Tour
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RESTORATION PROJECTS

On a chilly day last January while planting native trees and
shrubs on the Ojai Meadows Preserve, Taormina resident
Helene Vachet ran out to say how happy she was to see us
beautifying the high school fence line.  Those who have
walked the Preserve know how anything green would soften
the abrupt transition from open space to chain link fencing,
concrete dugouts, steel bleachers, storage containers, storm
drains and service roads. Taormina residents will especially
welcome visual “re-leaf” in this area. 

Seeing that we were planting far more shrubs than trees,
Mrs. Vachet said “I’m going to try to help raise money for you
to purchase more trees.”  Sure enough, within a month she
and a few OVLC devotees raised over $4,000 from the
Taormina Community and other local residents with the hope
that established trees would shield the school and highway
from view. Though this will take some time, the first steps
have been taken—89 of them to be exact.

Last April, we planted 10 Valley Oak trees along Maricopa
Highway and 4 Coast Live Oak trees along the high school
football bleachers.  This April, OVLC staff, volunteers, and
students planted 15 Valley Oaks and 60 Coast Live Oaks
throughout the Meadow - along the high school fence line and
trail parallel to the cattails, and along Maricopa Highway,
Lomita Avenue and the road to St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
It was very challenging and a tougher job than anticipated but
extremely rewarding work.

We thank the Taormina community for providing the
means to purchase the trees and the volunteers who improved
the view for all to share and enjoy. Volunteers included

Cher Austin, John Broesamle, Doug Cooper, Susan Degaia,
Chris Diel, Scott Evans, J.T. Fulcher, Lois Griswald, Margot
Griswold, Christine Hamilton, Ty Lerbansfield, Deven May,
Diane Noda, Paula Power, Connie Rustnerford, Gus Schubert,
Scott Smith, Garrick Thomsen, and Jen Turner.  Special thanks
to Paula Power, Becky Beckett, Mary Root, and all who
followed their lead.

While planting the trees, Paula Power turned to me and
said “I can’t think of anything I’ve done that’s more meaning-
ful.”  I said “Yes, I just wish we could be around to see their
full glory.”  She looked at her son and my daughter who were
helping, and said, “That’s why we have kids.”

Taormina Tree Fund Gets Put To Good Work
By Derek Poultney, Project Manager
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RESTORATION PROJECTS

Approximately 2 acres of the Ventura River Preserve have been planted this
spring thanks to the help of many volunteers who have  spent countless
hours digging, preparing planting tubes to protect the seedlings, planting
and watering approximately 2,500 native plants. Special thanks to
Stephanie Coeler, Barbara Washburn, Lynn Malone, Christine and Bud
White, Garrick Thomson, Anita Cram, Marilyn Bodo, Debbie Parisi, Angie
Heald, Larry Reagan, Sally Hoover, Michael Allen, John Broesamle, Irene
Isgur, Pam Foley, Jennifer Beaver, Jay Simons, and Lou Adams.

Ventura River Restoration

Rice Creek Realignment Begins

IIn preparation for realigning Rice Creek to its native channel, a swath of
orange trees was removed from the Ventura River Preserve as outlined in yel-
low (left). This area will eventually be restored back to a riparian corridor
lined with native trees and shrubs, providing an additional eight acres of
habitat for bird and aquatic species, and linking Rice Creek’s upper water-
shed with the Ventura River.

In the early 1900’s, Rice Creek was realigned to a man-made channel to
maximize space for planting orange trees.  The grove, now a part of the VRP,
is no longer used for agricultural purposes as the orange trees have aged
beyond their useful life.    



We could really use any of the items listed below.  If you have or know of any that
may be available, please let us know.  If you would prefer to donate funds to pur-
chase any of the items on the list, we would more than appreciate it.

OVLC OVLC members and community
members interested in becoming Ojai
Valley Land Conservancy volunteers
enjoyed a series of informative pro-
grams this spring. Participants
enjoyed learning about the history,
natural environs, native plant com-
munities and wildlife found within
the Ojai Valley and particularly on
OVLC preserves. 

Special thanks go to guest speak-
ers who included Paul Jenkin, direc-
tor of the Matilija Coalition, native
plant expert Ken Niessen, OVLC board member and local bird enthusiast
Jesse Grantham, and Chumash historian Julie Tumamait.  Four lectures
and two hikes provided both practical and experiential learning for all.

The newly trained volunteers will help on the preserves and serve as
trailhead hosts and hike leaders.
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WAYS TO PARTICIPATE

Volunteer Training 
Series 2007

There are always lots of ways to help at the OVLC,
here are just a few…

• Trailhead hosting, meet and greet preserve visitors

• Bird house and bat box placement on 
Ojai Meadows Preserve 

• Native vegetation planting on OVLC preserves

• Office help and phone calling

• Planning and helping with special events

Please visit our website anytime to learn about upcoming
projects and opportunities to help.  Call the OVLC office
@ 646-7930 for more information and/or to sign up.

Volunteer Opportunities

Ergonomic office chairs $150

Patio furniture $150

Flat screen monitor 
(17” or above) $300

Digital camera 
(relatively new) $400

An energy efficient 
refrigerator $400

Gardening tools $500

Sturdy outdoor picnic table $700

Desktop computer 
(relatively new) $1,200

Laptop computer 
(relatively new) $1,400

Portable greenhouse $2,000

Interior remodeling help $5,000

Fuel efficient van $25,000

4WD work truck $25,000

Skip loader tractor with 3-point hitch, 
Blade and disk or spring harrow
(minimum 30 hp) $15,000

OVLC Wish List

Are There Any Film Makers Among Us?

TThe OVLC hopes to produce a mini-docu-
mentary DVD (about 10 minutes) to help
introduce the organization to potential new
members, grant makers, and other organiza-
tions.  It would include both stills and video
clips of the Preserves, projects and people

who have contributed so much to preserving
Ojai’s future through their involvement.

If you, or anyone you know would be
interested in helping to create the DVD in
any way, including but not limited to photog-
raphy or videography, editing, conducting

interviews, copying, or labeling, please let us
know.  This could be a volunteer project, a
professionally produced piece or a collabora-
tion of efforts.  If you are able to help or
underwrite this project, please contact Fred
Fox, executive director at 646-7930.
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Renewing Members

Welcome New Members

Special Thanks to our 
Business Sponsors

Membership renewals
John & Lisa Adair - Wild Ox, Inc.
Lincoln & Sheila Anderson
Scott & Laurie Arnold
Barbara Balderman
John & Holly Battel
Elizabeth A. Bauer
Larry Beatty & Sultana Parvanta
Carol Bishop
Gabriele Blackburn
Michael & Heidi Bradbury
Sue Broidy
Lyra & Brett Buyan
Michael Case
Rick and Victoria Cline
Sheila & Donald Cluff
Chuck Cook & Marty Fujita
Peter & Linda D'Aprix
Duane Dammeyer
Robert & Greta Davis - Crooked
Creek Ranch
Mary Jo  Davy
Peter & Heidi DiCapua
Ellene Donaldson
Sanford & Christine Drucker
James & Dawn Engel
Dick & Kay Felton
Fred & Dana Fleet
Ann Gassaway
William Girvetz
Patsy & Harold Glenn
Richard & Joan Glenn
Christine Golden
Steve & Patti Goldman
Jesse & Katharine Grantham
Emma & Jonathan Greene
Maj & Larry Hagman
Stan & Mary Hakes
John N. Hall
Donald & Ruth Hauser
Gay & Kathlyn Hendricks
Mike & Elizabeth Hermes
Greg & Penny Herring
Sally & Lamar Hoover
Thad & Casandra Hyland
David Intner & Sage Essick Intner
Betty Izant
Lanny Kaufer
John & Maggie Kaufman
Jan & Marc Key
Nancy Kochevar & Michael Lurie

Jordan & Sandra Laby
Thomas C. MacCalla III & 

Jean A. Kilmurray
Judy Macy
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Malone
Julie & Bo Manson
Ruthie Marks & Roger Conrad
Elizabeth Martin
Steve Matzkin & Melissa Wolfe
Walter & Franna McClelland
Marion McIsaac
Cookie & Bill Miley
Vivienne Moody
Barbara Muska
Ojai Community Bank - 

Shari Skinner
Ojai Valley Directory - 

Ren & Victoria Adam
Oso Ranch - Susan Gruber
Edwin & Claire Paulson
Nancy Pepper
Derek & Carey Poultney
Daniel Quigg
Sylvia & Shlomo Raz
Riverview Ranch - Judy & Jim Barrett
Robert Teachenor
Ronald Rowe
John & Peggy Russell
Sara Sackner & Andy Behar
Jim & Joan Sangster
Paula Scott
Penny & Bill Sechrest
Tim & Lucinda Setnicka
Heather Shoup & James Calkins
Linda & Charles Simon
Harry & Margery Sims
Charles and Sandra Sledd
William Spellman, DDS
Timothy Teague Photography - 

Timothy Teague
Karen & Nat Traudt
Bob & Virginia Unruhe
Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Catherine Wilcox
Walter & Mary Lou Wingate
Terry & Cindy Wright
Ralph & Anne Wuerker
George Wymer
Joseph Zorskie & Sharon Russell
Zorskie

Barnhart Insurance, Inc. - Kate Barnhart

Behavioral Science Technology, Inc. - Tom Krause

Bostrom & Associates Landscape Architecture

Heritage Financial - Wanda Martin

Los Padres Bank - Martha Dowden

LuLu Bandha's - Kira & Eric Ryder

Matilija Veterinary Hospital, Inc. 

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa - Thad Hyland

Old Creek Ranch Winery - John & Carmel Whitman

Rains Department Store

Venoco, Inc. - Greg Schrage

Lou Adams & BJ Legan-Adams
Sandra Blase
Leslie Buffington
Mike and Kelly Laber
Liz Gourley
Hilary Olmstead

Douglas M. Parker
Tim Peddicord & Marlene Malin
Lynda Scott
Steven & Gretchen Smith
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
Diana Woodruff

Annual Gifts
Alice de Dadelsen Asquith
Steve Bennett & Leslie Ann Ogden
Julie Bloomer & Scott Rabe
Elenore Brown
Philip & Cindy Burton
Camp Ramah in California
Jon Dieges
Donn Gladstone & Kelly Newman
Emma & Jonathan Greene
David & Sarah (Sally) Hackel
Jane Handel
Steve & Shari Johnson
George & Peggy Melton
Ojai Community Bank - Shari Skinner
Jeff & Elisabeth Otterbein
Carol Peterson & Curt Mossestad
Lee & Katherine Rosenboom
Amy & Sara Schneider
Anna Thomas
Derek and Melissa Turner
Christine & Bud White
Bill & Sue Wilmer

Friends of the 
Ojai Valley
Susan Bee
Willi & Stefanie Coeler
Roger & Pat Essick
The Greenhill Research
Foundation
Jim & Susan Jackson
Ernest & Julie Rischar
Larry Rose & Lisa Larramendy
Dewey V. Schorre
Scott & Betsy Smith
Deric & Barbara Washburn
Huora L.(Sam) Williams
Ginger & John Wilson

President's Circle
Michael Newkirk and Olivia Garfield
Jerry & Kristayani Jones
Dancing Tides Foundation - Peter Muller
Bruce & Marilyn Wallace Foundation

Special thanks to all of our supporters who have
generously given between January 1 and April 30, 2007.

Corprate Matching Gifts
Sandy & George Buechley
Naomi & Michael Inaba
Kim Stroud
Patagonia Great Pacific Ironworks
The Wellness Foundation

Tribute Gifts
Harzan Samaniego
In memory of Maurice Bamberger

Susan Bee
In memory of John Bee DVM

Helene & John Vachet
Edward and Mary Knappe
In memory of Robert Bury

Gary and Jacqueline Hewitt
William Shouse
In memory of Delores Shouse

Gay & Kathlyn Hendricks
In honor of Polly Swift
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Summer Hikes

Overnight Backpacking Camp Out 
Saturday, August 25th, meet at 7:00 pm (return Sunday, August 26th at 9am)
Meeting location: Oso Rd. Trailhead 
A special members-only evening hike into Rice Canyon to the campsite (a 1-mile walk).
Bring your own food, water & sleeping bag. If there are no fire restrictions we will 
have a campfire.  Vehicles will be locked in the trailhead parking area overnight.
Participants must RSVP by August 24th. Call 646-7930.

Put on your walking shoes and join us!
Bring water, sunscreen, a hat and a snack.

Please leave small children and pets at home.

Saturday Morning on Wills-Rice loop trail
Date & Time: Satuday, June 16th • 8am
Location: Riverview Trailhead
Join Preserve Manager Rich Handley for a 6-mile hike around the Wills-Rice
Canyon loop trail on the Ventura River Preserve. Explore a variety of habitats
including oak woodland and high country chaparral. The hike is moderate to
strenuous and will last 4   hours.

Saturday Morning with Cricket Twichell
Date & Time:  Saturday, June 23rd • 8am
Location: Riverview Trailhead
Join Ojai historian and naturalist Cricket Twichell on a fun
and informative hike on the Ventura River Preserve.
Cricket will share her knowledge of colorful local his
tory and native plants. This is an easy 2-hour hike.

Moonlight Hike in Wills Canyon
Date & Time: Saturday, July 28th • 7pm
Location: Riverview Trailhead
Come along on a wonderful full moon
adventure on the Ventura River Preserve.
Preserve Manager Rich Handley 
will lead the group on an exploration 
into the sights and sounds of forest 
night critters. This a moderate 3-hour
hike. Not suitable for children 
under 10 years old.
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