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The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC) manages approx-
imately 2,000 acres for public use at a cost of $100,000 per 
year. Essential trail maintenance, preserve infrastructure 
repairs (such as fencing and signage), regular preserve pa-
trols, and cleaning up graffiti are just some of the preserve 
management needs associated with this cost. And, with 
each new preserve the OVLC opens, these costs grow.

Today the OVLC is excited to introduce a new program that 
will make it easy for people to participate in the long-term 
stewardship of our valley. It is a program that supports 
local businesses, and helps locals and visitors directly sup-
port conservation and stewardship in the Ojai Valley. 

This innovative new partnership between local businesses 
and the OVLC is called 1% for Ojai. Together businesses and 
the OVLC collect small donations that will make a big im-
pact in permanently protecting and managing Ojai’s open 
spaces. “Those wide-open views and hillsides that cradle 
our community are not only beautiful and full of hiking 
opportunities, they define our community. They cannot be 
taken for granted. With the community’s help, we can per-
manently protect the natural setting that makes Ojai what 
it is, and continue to maintain a world class trail network 
around our community for public use,” says Executive 

Director Brian Stark.

This week the OVLC is launching 1% for Ojai with a select 
group of businesses who will be the leaders of this pro-
gram. Participating businesses add 1% to a customer’s bill 
(giving customers the option to opt out if they wish) and 
the proceeds are donated to the OVLC to preserve Ojai’s 
views, trails, water, and wildlife. 

Donations received by the OVLC through 1% for Ojai are re-
stricted for the sole purpose of purchasing and managing 
open space for public use. “For example, the cost to pur-
chase and open the Valley View Preserve to the public was 
roughly $750,000. 1% for Ojai program funds will help off-
set costs like these on future open space acquisitions. The 
funds will also help offset the preserve management annu-
al costs as well,” adds Don Reed, OVLC Board President.

Businesses of any kind may participate—restaurants, 
retail shops, hotels, realtors, building contractors, consul-
tants, health and beauty service providers, artists, property 
managers, guiding companies, animal service providers, 
landscapers, graphic designers, educational institutions, 
and more. If you sell a product or service to a customer or 
client, you can participate. 

The Launch of 1% for Ojai Please Visit the Participating Business to Take Part!

Ojai OnScreen Advertising
at the Ojai Playhouse

welcome

For more information and 
to find out how you can 

participate, contact:

Tania Parker 
Director of Advancement

(805) 649-6852 / tania@ ovlc.org

or visit our website: 
 ovlc.org/1percent

1% for Ojai is 
launching with a select 
group of businesses 
this month. Please visit 
these participating 
businesses to show 
your support.
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Board of Directors 
Don Reed – President 
Sandy Buechley – Vice President 
Cricket Twichell – Secretary 
Nathan Wallace – Treasurer 
Mary Bergen 
Bill Brothers 
Roger Essick 
Margot Griswold 
Brian Holly

Staff 
Brian Stark – Executive Director 
Tania Parker – Director of Advancement 
Rick Bisaccia – Preserve Manager 
Marti Reid – Office Manager 
Lorraine Walter – Watershed Coordinator 
Ron Singer – Nursery Manager
Kimo Ellison – Restoration Field Crew
Garret Cass – Restoration Field Crew
Dashiell Dunkell – Restoration Field Crew
Zach Velez-Westphal – Restoration Field Crew

–

Allan Jacobs 
Ann Oppenheimer 

Larry Rose 
Roger Wachtell

Please join us in welcoming Zach 
Velez-Westphal, the newest member 
of the OVLC Restoration Field Crew.

Brian Stark has been named the new Executive Director of the 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy. Formerly the land conservancy’s 
Conservation Operations Director, Stark is stepping up into the 
Executive Director role with the departure of Greg Gamble. Gamble 
has accepted a fundraising position at Stanford University and will 
be leaving Ojai near the end of October.

“We couldn’t be more pleased that Brian has accepted our offer 
to lead the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy,” said Don Reed, Board 
President. “Brian has been with the OVLC for four and a half years 
and has been a significant part of our recent success. Brian has our 
complete confidence and we are excited to move ahead with him at 
the helm.”

Gamble noted that Stark has been a co-architect of the growth and 
success of the land conservancy in recent years. “I don’t think most 
people realize that Brian and I stood side by side in our organiza-
tion and jointly built the OVLC that you see today. Brian has run 
literally three-quarters of the organization for the last four years, 
and with Tania Parker shining in her Director of Advancement role, 
this transition is about as seamless as they get.”

In Stark’s time leading the conservation operations, the land con-
servancy has acquired four important properties including the 200-
acre Valley View Preserve and the one mile long Steelhead Preserve 
on the Ventura River. Stark has also completed the restoration of 
Rice Creek on the Ventura River Preserve, and is accelerating the 

restoration of the Ojai Meadows Preserve. “Brian has single-hand-
edly secured or played a significant role in securing, millions of 
dollars in grants and other funding brought to the Ojai Valley for 
important open space protection.”

“It was an easy decision for the Board of Directors,” noted Reed. 
“We are fortunate to have a deep bench at the land conservancy so, 
even with organizational transitions, we can maintain our momen-
tum and continue to deliver the benefits to the Ojai Valley that the 
community has come to expect.”  

“OVLC supporters should expect that I will maintain our high standards for professional 

land conservation and stewardship, and I will always give my best efforts in serving 

the communities of the Ojai Valley. Our leadership transition comes at a time of great 

strength at the OVLC, and our recent success offers opportunities to expand our reach in 

the community. In the coming weeks and months, our supporters will see the launch of 

an innovative new fundraising program, a subtle shift in priorities to enhance preserve 

management, a growing interest in active community partnerships, and a new leader 

for the conservancy’s restoration program.  While the OVLC is a land conservation 

organization, we will always think of ourselves, first and foremost, as a public charity 

dedicated to making Ojai the best place to live and play.”

– Brian Stark

“

“
Brian Stark Named Ovlc Executive Director

“I don’t think most people realize that 
Brian and I stood side by side in our 
organization and jointly built the OVLC 
that you see today…this transition is 
about as seamless as they get.”   

- Greg Gamble

““

At OVLC, we recognize that volunteers are the 
heart and soul of our organization. These peo-
ple give thousands of hours a year to help us suc-
ceed at every level. Dedicated volunteers work in 
the office or the plant nursery, help out at events, 
lead nature walks and interpretive hikes, patrol 
the preserves, clear and repair trails and serve on 
our board of directors and on various committees. 

We are always in need of new volunteers. In the 
coming months we will be holding trainings for 
new docents, hike leaders and trailhead hosts. 
These trainings will cover the natural environ-
ment of the Ojai Valley, our history as an organi-
zation, the history of our various preserves and 
current conservation and restoration activities. If 
you are interested in volunteering with the OVLC 
in any capacity please call Marti Reid at 649-6852 
ext 2.  

Pictured Above: Executive Director Brian Stark

Pictured Right: Cricket Twichell leading wildflower walk on the VRP; docent training 

with Brian Stark & kids tour group; Valley View trail building; Jesse Grantham 

leading bird walk on the OMP.
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This month, the State Department of Water Resources award-
ed a grant of $8,354,015 to the County of Ventura through the 
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Program. The 
funds in this round of grants are specifically targeting projects that 
achieve water conservation goals and other strategies for mitigating 
the impacts of California’s current drought crisis. The funds will be 
used county-wide to address water supply reliability, water quality, 
and water conservation.

As part of the larger grant award, the OVLC has been awarded 
$766,048 for the purpose of removing invasive giant reed (Arundo do-
nax) from San Antonio Creek. Arundo is that bamboo-looking plant 
that has infested waterways throughout the Ojai Valley. It is not na-
tive to the USA and has no natural control mechanisms, so it spreads 
rapidly, displacing the native vegetation upon which native birds and 
wildlife depend. Arundo is a voracious water consumer, consuming 
up to three times more water than a native willow. It is estimated 
that removing Arundo can save 14 to 20 acre-feet of water per acre 
per year…even after the native vegetation returns. This stresses the 
stream and leads to loss of aquatic habitats and reduces water avail-
ability for downstream users. Arundo is also a volatile fire threat and 
contributes to f looding as the canes block drainage culverts. 

The goal of our project is to remove 16 acres of Arundo and re-plant 
10 acres with native stream-side vegetation. This could save as much 
as 300 acre-feet of water each year in San Antonio Creek, and sub-
stantially improve aquatic habitat quantity and quality. Most of the 
Arundo is on private properties, so the OVLC will work with willing 
partners along the creek 

The Arundo management program in the Ventura River Watershed is 
a regional effort that involves many community partners. Together, 
we can make a substantial positive impact on stream habitats and 
make the most of limited water supplies in our watershed.  

Ventura River Preserve Adds an Additional 29 Acres Less Arundo = More Water in Rivers and Streams

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy has purchased a critical 29 acre 
property adjacent to the Ventura River Preserve. The property lies between 
the heavily used Oso Trailhead and Riverview Trailhead near Meiners Oaks.

“This is a key part of our and our partners’ vision to create a Ventura River 
Parkway – a collection of protected, publicly accessible land in and adjacent 
to the Ventura River,” said Greg Gamble, OVLC Executive Director. “This 
land is quintessential river bottom and its permanent protection benefits 
a river system which provides a potential home for over two dozen rare, 
threatened and endangered species – and it is also a great place to hike!”

This Ventura River Preserve addition will be enjoyed by tens of thousands 
of preserve visitors every year. “Our guests probably didn’t realize it was 
private property when they were hiking by,” noted Don Reed, OVLC Board 
President. “It is one of those things that a person can take for granted, but 
thankfully we all can rest easy knowing that it will remain in its open, nat-
ural state forever for Ojai residents and visitors to enjoy.”

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy was awarded an $843,000 grant from 
the California Coastal Conservancy earlier this year to purchase the 
property. The Coastal Conservancy shares the vision for the creation of a 
Ventura River Parkway, and also seeks to protect the habitat of the federally 
endangered southern California steelhead.  

As part of the larger grant award, 
the OVLC has been awarded 
$766,048 for the purpose of 
removing invasive Arundo donax 
from San Antonio Creek. 

““
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Parking for Shelf Road and the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s 
(OVLC) Valley View Preserve is getting easier. The City of Ojai 
is making changes at the north end of Signal Street that will make 
trailhead parking at this popular spot safer, and much more user 
friendly. As many people know, during peak use hours it can get 
crowded up there. Shelf Road and the relatively new Valley View 
Preserve attract thousands of visitors a year and are possibly the 
most popular hiking areas in the Ojai Valley.

To alleviate the parking crunch at the top end of Signal Street, the 
City, the OVLC, and local residents agreed on a plan to create a 
turnaround at the end of the road in front of the gate. Additionally, 
to minimize the likelihood of a collision with cars exiting drive-
ways, parking areas are also being changed to create longer lines 
of sight for both the cars traveling on Signal Street and for the local 
residents.

“It is a really elegant solution,” said Greg Gamble, OVLC Executive 
Director. “It is a wonderful example of the City of Ojai staff being 
long-sighted and working in a collaborative way with stakeholders 
to create a solution that works for everybody.”

The hope is that most trail users will walk to the Valley View 
Preserve and Shelf Road trailheads. “We are fortunate to have 
these excellent hiking areas within walking distance of the homes 
of literally thousands of Ojai residents,” said Greg Grant, City of 
Ojai Public Works Director. When parking spots fill up at the top 

of Signal Street, trail goers have many other parking options low-
er on Signal Street and right around the corner at the U.S. Forest 
Service’s Pratt Trailhead.

In addition to delineating safe parking areas, new signage is being 
installed to remind drivers to keep the area in front of fire hydrants 
clear, and to generally be respectful of those living in this residen-
tial area.

The City of Ojai is one of the most open space friendly communities 
in the country with nearly one tenth of the land within its bound-
aries permanently dedicated to parks and open space.  Most of this 
is owned and managed by the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy. The 
OVLC works to protect the views, trails, water and wildlife of the 
Ojai Valley, and manages roughly 2,000 acres for public use and 
enjoyment.  

New Parking for the Valley View Preserve
Welcome to the  Newest 
OVLC Members!
(From 6/17/14 - 10/19/14) 

Rae Amey
Norma Jean Bennett
Julia Berkeley
Dina Capra
James Casey
Marshall Chrostowski
Chris & Trisha Creighton
Noel Douglas-Roth  
Duane Eells
Andrew Gilman 
Scott Happle and Family
Deborah, Linda, & Virginia Hill
Ganea & Ahde Lahti
Melody & Markus Linecker
Zach & Annie Little
Debra London
Brad & Maria Marcus
Craig Marcus
Lynnette & Rj Marozzi
Cynthia Martin
Alan L Maulhardt
Kim Maxwell
Marcy Maxwell
Dianne McCourtney
Heather Leigh Miller
Stephen & Colette Miller
Jeannie Nickerson
Bob & Leslie Nutting
Cathi Nye
Kitty Peck 
Michele Poston
Laura & Nat Reynolds
Spencer Berman & Nadine Seeley 
Lorraine & Frank Serena
David & Fereschta Sinclair
Amelia Fleetwood & Spoon Singh
Danielle & Brian Sisk
Anna Smokler
Jim & Valerie Uehlinger
Vanessa Velasquez
Sheila and Robert Wenzel
Mica Wicks

Gif ts In Honor Of
Rikki Horne and Dorothy Loebl in honor of 

       Ann Oppenheimer - Happy Birthday!

Taylor, Jenny, Warren, & Ava Whitsitt 

       in honor of  Michael D. Hermes

Memorial Gif ts
Virginia & Lowell Martinson 

       in Memory of Yvonne Minor

Ted & Pearl Malos 

       in Memory of Kelly Eells

Paxton and Johnson Families 

       in Memory of James Johnson

Karen & Gary Bednorz 

       in Memory of George Buechley

In Memory of Thomas F. Horton
Andrew Solt & Claudia Falkenburg

Susannah & Stephen Fluhr

Donna & Ted Miller

Tony & Anne Thacher

John & Lynn Roy 

        in memory of  Tom & Dorthy Horton

In Memory of Thomas MacCalla
Donald & Kimberly Barceloux

Dave & Beth Cohen

Mary & John M Cuthbert

Ed & Nancy Dennis

Linda & Frank Granat

Nancy Kochevar & Michael Lurie

Scott & Sharyn Jean Miller

Ojai Valley Retired Men’s Club

Ann & Harry Oppenheimer

Ronald & Linda Phillips

Anthoula Randopoulos

Sallie G. Reynolds

Teresa W Riddle

John & Peggy Russell

Special Acknowledgments

Double
Your Impact
TAKE ADVANTAGE of your 
company’s matching gif t 
program.

A matching gif t means your contribution 
will go twice as far. Many companies will 
double (or sometimes triple) the value of 
their employees’ gif ts to the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy. These matching gif ts provide 
valuable fund as we work to protect the 
views, trails, water, and wildlife of the Ojai 
Valley. Some companies will still match your 
gif ts even af ter you retire.

To see if your company will match a gif t to the 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy, contact your 
company’s human resources department.
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Ventura River Sponsors
Old Creek Ranch Winery 
Patagonia

San Antonio Sponsors
Aqua-Flo Supply 
Barnhart & Barnhart Insurance 
Channel Islands Sportfishing 
Derby & Derby Inc. 
Ojai Cafe Emporium 
Ojai Community Bank 
Ojai Playhouse 
Ojai Valley Inn & Spa 
Riverview Ranch 
Shanbrom, Casey & Associates 
Thomas E. Malley Law Of fice  
Vintage Production California, LLC 
West Coast Air Conditioning

SULPHUR MOUNTAIN LEVEL
Euterpe Farms 
Jones & Jones Construction Management 
Meiners Oaks Ace Hardware 
Ojai Rexall Drugs 
Ojai Valley Trail Riding Company 
Rains 
Roger, Shef field, & Campbell LLP 
SusanKGuyART.com  
Suzanne’s Cuisine 
Waite, Jacobs & Atkinson Attorneys-at-Law

IN-KIND SPONSORS 
bitVision 
Frameworks of Ojai 
New Belgium Brewery 
Ojai Phone Book 
Ojai Quarterly  
Ojai Valley Directory 
Silver Development & Associates, Inc. 

Thank you to the businesses that support 
the protection of the Ojai Valley.  

Please support these businesses today.

Thank You OVLC  
Business Sponsors

2014 ANNUAL MEMBER CELEBRATION 
SUCCESS!

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy’s Annual Member Celebration at the Ventura River 
Steelhead Preserve was a great success. Over 250 members were in attendance. A big 
THANK YOU to all the volunteers who worked so hard helping us the day of the event, and 
to all the businesses who donated fantastic raff le items; Blue Suede Sus and the Three 
Rivers Band for the excellent entertainment; Q-Time and Bliss for the great food and des-
sert, and t0 our members for coming out to celebrate with us and for all of your continued 
support (even on a day with temperatures reaching 107º - good thing it was cooler down by 
the river). We are already looking forward to and planning ahead for next year’s party!   

Image Courtesy of Perry Van Houten

Protect the Ojai Valley,
 and leave a legacy.

The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy of fers a limited number of naming opportunities for donors who wish to memorialize 
or honor a special friend or family member, or otherwise leave a legacy. 

Gif ts from the naming rights of benches, trails, and more will be used to protect and steward for future 
generations open space, trail access, and wildlife habitat in the Ojai Valley. 

For a confidential discussion and available naming rights locations, please call Director of Advancement, Tania 
Parker at (805) 649-6852 ext 6, or email tania@ovlc.org.

The Channel Islands Tracking Team leading a fantastic introductory tracking workshop for our Wild About 

Ojai serious this October on the Ventura River Preserve.
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For more information contact: 

Tania Parker, Director of Advancement 
(805) 649-6852 x 6 
tania@ovlc.org 

Or visit www.ovlc.org

 PO Box 1092 Ojai, CA 93024

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

OJAI VALLEY
LAND CONSERVANCY

Protecting your views, trails, water and wildlife

PASS ON

VALUES
YOUR

Just by including the Ojai Valley Land 

Conservancy in your estate plans, you 

can help protect the beauty of Ojai 

for generations to come. A bequest is 

a simple way to support the OVLC in 

the future while retaining control of 

your assets during your lifetime. By 

making the OVLC a beneficiary of your 

will, trust, retirement plan, life insur-

ance policy, or financial accounts, you 

ensure your values will be passed on 

af ter you. 

The real beneficiary, of course, is 
Ojai.

Valley View Preserve - Image by Chad Ress

“I give, devise, and bequeath [percentage / amount / description] to the Ojai Valley Land 
Conservancy, a nonprofit corporation, located at PO Box 1092, Ojai, CA, 93024, Tax Identification 
Number 77-0169682.”

You Can Use this Language for Your Gif t:

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 351 

Ojai, CA


