
OVLC is pleased to announce the conservation of an additional  property in the Ventura River watershed.

As part of its continuing efforts to conserve a naturally functioning Ventura River, 
OVLC has  purchased a 53 acre Ventura River bottom property in Oak View.  
Previously owned by the Drapeau Family Trust, this is a key parcel located along 3/4 
of a mile of the bike trail, less than ½ mile north of OVLC’s Confluence Preserve.

“This property is an important piece of the puzzle in protecting a free-flowing river 
and wildlife corridor” said Larry Rose, chair of OVLC’s Land Committee.  “Plus, its 
proximity to the bike path makes it an important scenic resource as well.”

The property contains a mix of high-quality riparian hardwood habitat, alluvial scrub 
and endangered Bell’s Vireo habitat, along with areas that have been degraded by 
invasive arundo.  

Though acquisition funding for the property was provided through grant funding from the California Coastal Conservancy, 
the OVLC will be responsible for continued upkeep and ecologic restoration. Restoration plans include:
• Working with the Ventura Watershed Protection district to remove arundo from the riparian corridor.  
• Stabilizing streambanks along the bike path using bioengineering methods rather than hard impermeable methods.  
Bioengineering employs the use of natural rock, soils and plant materials to provide diversion of water flow.
 At this time plans do not include public access.  OVLC staff and volunteers look forward to getting started on restoration 
efforts in  2009.
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A Fond Farewell to Fred Fox
2009 will bring new beginnings for Executive Director Fred Fox as he 
changes life direction to pursue a new business with his wife Daphne, a 
professor of English as a second language.  Together they plan to launch an 
internet learning program to prepare international college students with 
an engaging, interactive program to learn the English language.  “After 15 
years in land conservation it is time to go in a different direction.  This is an 
exciting opportunity that I look forward to.” We wish Fred and Daphne the 
best in their new life adventure.  

The OVLC will spend the next few months undergoing recruitment for a 
new executive director, hoping to find just the right mix of passion for our 
mission and business skills.  Interested parties can view the job description 
on our “news” page at www.ovlc.org or call the office at 805.649.6852.

Preservation of open space.  This is our mission.  
This is our passion.  This is what we do.  For over 
twenty years the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy has 
worked to preserve the precious open space of the 
beautiful Ojai Valley.  With this year’s addition of 
53 more acres we now protect over 2000 acres.  

The purchase of the 53 acre Drapaeu property 
located along the Ventura River in Oak View is a 
prime example of how, working together we can 
preserve open space.  This property was acquired 

through a collaboration between the OVLC Land Committee, public agencies 
and a hard working staff without having to fundraise for its purchase.  I am 
proud to serve on a board that is so committed to making great things happen.

OVLC’s success is largely attributable to the strong support of over 800 mem-
bers and businesses who uphold the work of our small but dedicated and 
passionate staff.  It is this staff who negotiates land acquisitions, secures and 
implements million dollar grants, develops our education outreach, and main-
tains public access to miles of trails on our preserves for the people of the Ojai 
Valley. Without them we could not take pride in accomplishments like...

• Aquisition of the new 53 acre Drapeau property
• Completion of Phase I of the Ojai Meadows Preserve restoration project
• Training of volunteer docents to lead public tours of the OMP
• Development of our “Wild About Ojai” environmental education series
• Grant funding of “Once Upon a Watershed” for local school children

 Much has been accomplished but, as you look around our scenic valley it is 
obvious that our job is far from done.  Times are tough, but that can mean op-
portunity and the OVLC must be ready.  Your generous support is what makes 
it all possible so I hope you will join me in making 2009 a year of opportunity.

Thanks for your support, Roger Essick     

A message from the president



Moonlight on the Meadow

Sara Benjamin named for
2008 Conservation Award
For her unwavering dedication to 
providing an outdoor learning 
environment for Ojai Valley school children, Sara 
Benjamin was honored with the 2008 Conservation 
Award at the Moonlight on the Meadow event.  
“I was so touched by this honor. I’m deeply grate-
ful to be part of this community. I love this place. 
I love my work. Thank you everyone for all that 
you do. Ojai is a wonderful home to share with 
such wonderful people,” said Sara.  

Thanks to all the volunteers, auction donors, service providers and of course guests, Moonlight was a great 
success this year.  Though not ON the Meadow, participants enjoyed a lovely sunset view of it over happy hour 
and a lively auction. The dining and service was enjoyed by all along with some OVLC inspiration, and lots of 
fun was had by all, finishing up the evening with dancing to live music.  “This was the best Moonlight EVER,” 
said Carol Bishop who went on to say “I feel sorry for anyone who missed it!” 
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a wetlands restoration comes to life 
because you lend a helping hand, together we’ll preserve this land

The Ojai Meadows Preserve 2008

And we can all take a morning stroll...
A wonderful trail meanders along a new fence, offering stunning 
views and protection of sensitive habitats. Signage has been add-
ed to remind visitors to respect nature’s place.
Center: OVLC board member Barbara Washburn and
Charlie enjoy a morning walk on the meadow.

Want to learn more?
Call the OVLC office to 
schedule an interpretive tour 
for you and up to 12 friends.
805.649.6852  ext. 100
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a wetlands restoration comes to life The restoration of the Ojai Meadows Preserve reached a major 
milestone this year thanks to the help of so many.  After a winter 
of earth moving, the work of restoration has begun, transforming 
a once degraded parcel of land into a beautiful wildlife habitat 
right in the middle of Ojai.  Soon, the footprint of the early 
restoration work will be invisible, as nature takes its place. 

So they can have a place to learn...
Youth and adults working side by side, weeding and 
planting year round have grown anew together. 
Left: Young oaks emerge from  protective blue tubes.
Below: 4th graders from Topa Topa School plant acorns.

And they can come home again
Wetland wildlife species are 
pleased to see progress.  Some 
species that have not been seen on 
the property for decades are 
beginning to return.
far left: Snowy Egret
near left: Common Yellow Throat
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Enjoy breathtaking views of the Ojai Valley and 
beyond as you join Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia 
on Saturday, March 14th at 8am for a fairly strenuous 
four hour hike on the Fuelbreak Road Trail.  We will 
meet at the Pratt Trailhead off North Signal Street 
in Ojai and walk a loop through private, US Forest 
Service and OVLC land, hiking partway down the 
Gridley Trail and returning via Shelf Road back to the Pratt Trailhead.  

You will need to be able to walk at a good pace for four hours.  Not advised for 
children under 12.  Reservations required before the hike. Email the Preserve 
Manager at rick@ovlc.org or call the OVLC office. 

Hikes and workshops are free for OVLC members, a $10 donation is request-
ed for non-members.  Participants may join OVLC at the hikes to take advan-
tage of this and future hikes or programs offered the second Saturday of each 
month throughout the year. Please call 649-6852 ext. 100 for reservations.

Please wear sturdy shoes, bring water, a snack, sunscreen and a camera if 
you like.  Please leave pets at home.  

Getting Together

2009 will bring a new series of OVLC Wild About Ojai programs.  Each month 
a hike, tour or indoor workshop will focus on the wild open spaces of  the Ojai 
Valley.  Joining us for our first two workshops of the season  will be naturalist 
Joel Robinson of Naturalist for You who will lead a series of adventures.  

On Saturday, January 10th at 9:30am, Joel will lead “Layers of Time” a walk 
through the geologic strata of Matilija Canyon. Learn how different geologic 
formations were formed over millions of years.  Identify relationships be-
tween them and local wildlifr and plant communities.  Participants will have 
a chance to play in the mud and collect rock specimens for observation. A car-
pool meets at the Farmer and the Cook at 9:30am for this easy 2-3 mile walk. 
Those interested may join Joel for lunch there afterward.

On Saturday, February 14th at 9:30am, join Joel on a Wildlife Evidence Inves-
tigation. Identify various types of habitat and learn how wildlife utilize them 
for survival. Observe nests, burrows, scat, tracks and other physical clues to 
identify probable inhabitants.  Meet at 9:30am at the Riverview Trailhead on 
Rice Road for this easy 2 hour walk.

Sunday, February 15th from 3-5pm, Joel invites OVLC members to join his 
“Naturalist for You” exploration of Life in Freshwater at Sisar Creek, to observe 
the remarkable daily activities of a thriving freshwater community. This walk 
will meet at Boccali’s, and have dinner together afterward.  
Check out NaturalistForYou.org for info on Joel’s work in Southern California.

JOEL ROBINSON 
   Naturalist For You
                      goes Wild About Ojai

TAKE A HIKE WITH RICK
Ready for a BIG HIKE?  This one’s for you!

VOLUNTEER DAYS 
on OVLC PRESERVES

Trail Clearance on the 
Ilvento Preserve
Saturday, January 3rd  9am-1pm
Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia 
will give instructions on safety 
and use of tools and how best to 
clear overgrowth and branches 
and teach the names of plants be-
ing trimmed.  We will meet at Ojai 
Ranger office across from Soule 
Park. We will clear an overgrown 
section of trail using loppers and 
hand saws. Bring loppers and 
hand saws, if you have them, tools 
are available for loan if you need 
them. You must be able to hike for 
2 1/2 hours round trip.  

Reservations mandatory so trans-
port within the preserve can be 
arranged.  Please contact Preserve 
Manager Rick Bisaccia at 
rick@ovlc.org by January 1, 2009.

Streambank Stabilization at 
the Confluence Preserve
Saturday, February 7th  9am-1pm
Learn the art and science of 
streambank stabilization from Proj-
ect Manager, Stevie Adams.
In spring of 2007, OVLC staff and 
volunteers completed a restoration 
project on the Ventura River using 
bioengineering to stabilize 400 ft 
of riverbank.  The site now needs 
maintenance to ensure establish-
ment of the native plants which 
will help to divert river flow from 
nearby properties.  Meet at 9458 
Santa Ana Road at 9am.  Please 
let Stevie know you’re coming via 
email to stevie@ovlc.org.

Come Prepared
Please wear good hiking shoes 
and bring gloves, sunglasses (eye 
protection), and a day pack with 
water, snacks and sunscreen. 
Sorry, no restrooms available.
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OVLC  Supporters

Tucker & Phil Adams
Michael Allen
Laurie Arnold
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Richard Hiltner
Gerben & Jill Hoeksma
Rikki Horne & Rudy Petersdorf
Carolyn Huntsinger
Charles & Willa Irwin
Chester and Bernadette Jagiello
Stephen and Denise James
Marvin and Anne Johnson
Johnny & Kitty Johnston
Carl Johnston
Anne & Gerald Kaplan
Ray King & Kale Starbird
Elizabeth Lashbrook
Milt & Jane Lax
Dorothy Loebl
Claudia & Drew Lurie
Teri MacKey
Wally, Mary Jane & 
    Rob McCall
Jeff & Debra McComas
Jerry & Charleen Michaels
Geraldine & Dean Miner
Mary Mitchell
Jim Moreland
Anne & Mike Morris
Michael Mulligan & 
    Joy Sawyer Mulligan
Lena Muniz &  Brian Coon
Maria Elena Nava
John & Andrea Nelson
Karin & David Niles
Marilyn Noad

SteveOlsen
Maria & Jon Parisen
John & Fran Pavelko
Rain Perry & Bill Slaughter
Ronald & Linda Phillips
Judy & David Poultney
Kelly & Rena Randall
Scott Robert Ripple
Fred & Ila Rothenberg
Kathy  Rowland
Kate & Paul Russell
Wanda & Kurtis Sakai
Don & Ann Scanlin
Katrina & Robert Schmidt
Teddy & Dick Schneider
Rowe & Molly Burgett
Marilyn & Larry Shames
Dr. Daniel Silver
Harry Sims
Howard & Edie Smith
Long Salutation
Jane Spiller
Dennis Stern & 
    Catherine Gould
Louise Stubblefield
Barbara Sunderland
Sandra Moore & 
    Suzanne Roll
Paula & Victor Theis
Nilufer Torun
Rosie & Barney Tower
Sally & James True
Helene & John Vachet
Judith and Arthur Vander
Jakob & Marianne Vos
Roger & Kathryn Wachtell
Ronald & Helayne White
Bill & Sue Wilmer

President’s Circle
George Berg & Gail Topping
John & Kathy Broesamle
Frank  & Linda Granat
Ann & Harry Oppenheimer

Friends of the Ojai Valley
Marqui Bury    Mary Bergen
Connie Eaton &     Carol Bishop
  William Hart    Jean Colonomos    
Huora Williams
 
Welcome New Members
Mary & Kevin Beall
Valerie Byhoffer
Matt Gottlieb
Helen & Chris Hendricks
Gail Hoff
Randy & Kasia Leavitt
Mary Leibman
Sherry Loehr
Badaoui & Holly Mouderres
Adele & Douglas Schmalenberger

annual fund Gifts
Stephen and Denise James
Ojai Valley Community Bank

Gift Memberships
Mary & Kevin Beall

In Memory of Harry Smith
Allan & Janet Jacobs

We are pleased to thank the following members for their loyalty and support from August 1 to November 15, 2008.  

Send a gift that keeps on giving!
Tired of spending money on stuff nobody needs?  

Give a gift with lasting meaning this year.

Give a one year OVLC member-
ship or make a donation in honor 

or memory of someone special.  For 
a basic gift membership ($50) we will 
notify the recipient with a special 
packet of gift cards and a member 
benefits list that includes our quarterly 
newsletter, free hikes and educational 
events.  A deluxe ($100) membership 
also includes a free ticket to our annual 
member picnic this spring. 

It’s easy! Just send the appropri-
ate information for your recipient, 

along with a check for $50 (basic gift 
membership) or $100 (deluxe member-
ship) to OVLC at PO Box 1092, Ojai, 
CA 93024, before December 19th. 

Renewing Members

And many more thanks to ...
• All our wonderful Moonlight volunteers.
• All who participated in our video filming.
• Terry Mackey and Becky Adams for horse patrol on the VRP.
• Roger Essick for helping with the VRP restoration project.
• Lanny Kaufer for his informative hikes and for signing up new members.
• Allan Jacobs and Jim Combs for keeping our community presentations alive.
• Topa Topa teacher Barbara Brown for 4th grade field trips to the OMP.
• Nordhoff High teachers Lisa Porto & Becky Beckett for teaching on the OMP.

sPeciAl ThAnks!
To Margot Griswold for her 

restoration advice and for donating  
an OVLC LAND CRUISER!
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What’s Happening at OVLC?
January 
3rd  9am to 1pm
First Saturday Volunteer Day
Trail Maintenance on the Ilvento 
Preserve with Preserve Manager 
Rick Bisaccia
Meet at Forest Service office
RSVP rick@ovlc.org

10th  9:30 to 11:30am
Second Saturday of the month 
Wild About Ojai Program
Layers of Time walk in Matilija 
Canyon with Joel Robinson.
Meet at Farmer and the Cook
RSVP ovlc@ovlc.org

February 
7th  9am to 1pm
First Saturday Volunteer Day
Streambank stabilization at the 
Confluence Preserve with Project 
Manager Stevie Adams
Meet at 9458 Santa Ana Rd.
RSVP stevie@ovlc.org

14th  9:30 to 11:30am
Second Saturday of the month 
Wild About Ojai Program
Wildlife Investigation on the 
Ventura River Preserve with Joel 
Robinson.
Meet at Riverview Trailhead 
RSVP ovlc@ovlc.org

March 
7th  9am to 1pm
First Saturday Volunteer Day
Restoration on the Ojai Meadow 
Preserve with Project Manager, 
Derek Poultney
Meet on Maricopa Highway 
RSVP derek@ovlc.org

14th 8:30 to 11:30am
Second Saturday of the month 
Wild About Ojai Program
Spring Edibles and Wildflower 
Hike with Lanny Kaufer 

Down The Road...
April 
date to be announced 
Member Picnic on the 
Ojai Meadows Preserve

November 
date to be announced
OVLC trip to Costa Rica.  More 
details in the next newsletter

Sign up to receive email updates on hikes, tours, Wild About Ojai programs and volunteer 
opportunities and special events.  Email ovlc@ovlc.org to let us know that you want to know 

WHat’s HaPPeninG at oVlC.

Ojai Valley Land Conservancy
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We HaVe a WisH... 
 Are you getting a new laptop this 
year?  OVLC could really use a 
gently used laptop computer if 
you’ll have an extra one around. 
We could also use a desk lamp or 
floor lamp.
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