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OJAI VALLEY LAND CONSERVANCY NEWS

Fence down, Plants up,

THE MEADOW IS OPEN!
Although working around heavy storms had its challenges, and it took longer than

expected, we are elated to announce that the Ojai Meadows Preserve is now open. All
the major earthwork is done – and the trees and wildflowers are in bloom – so come
on out and enjoy the preserve.

Come see the new lazy creeks, duck pond, and the bountiful wildlife. Despite
three months without rain, Maricopa Creek is hopping with toads, frogs and birds.
Such an influx of new wildlife species has been seen since the project began that we’ve
begun a list to keep track of them all! We hope the community will help keep the list
up to date. Please email or call us with your wildlife sighting and/or photos so we can
be sure they are included on our list.

Community Dedication
We hope you’ll join us for a public dedication of
the Ojai Meadows Preserve to the community on
Tuesday, June 17th at 10am. Let your govern-
ment officials know how much we appreciate
that Ojai has such a treasure for us and our chil-
dren — and their children, for generations to
come. Meet at the Maricopa Highway entrance
of the Ojai Meadows Preserve.

OVLC Members and Friends Picnic
On Saturday, June 21st, OVLC members, friends
and neighbors will celebrate together at the annu-
al OVLC Members and Friends picnic which will
be held on the Ojai Meadows Preserve. Enjoy an
early evening picnic with Land Conservancy
friends and neighbors to celebrate the opening of
the meadow. We’ll be leading interpretive tours
throughout the event, feast on good food and
wine, and watch the sunset on the Topa Topa
mountains. This promises to be a summer
evening to remember. We hope you’ll join us. See
page 3 for more information.

Take A Tour
Bring your friends and family out for an interpretive tour of the project. Learn about
the major changes and unique history of the preserve and catch a glimpse of some of
our newest wildlife residents on one of our guided tours. Please call 649-6852 or send
an email to ovlc@ovlc.org to let us know when you would like to take a tour. Trained
docents are standing by and have already led 15 tours in the first month! Come Celebrate With Us!

Continued on page 4

photo courtesy of Ojai Valley News
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Several OVLC members
enjoyed a breathtaking
mini-vacation at
Yosemite National Park
this spring. Back row
from left are Pito
Ramos, Julie Wellings,
Arthur Vander, Judy
Vander, Kathy
Broesamle, Joan Alger,
Kale Starbird, and John
Broesamle. Front row,
from left, are Kay
Renius and Cynthia
Duncan.

SPECIAL THANKS
To our dedicated office volunteers, Barbara Sunderland and Peggy Bernard.
To our newest newsletter mailing helpers, Audrey, Ivan, Matt, Ryan and Sheila from

the ARC Enrichment Center and their supervisor, Linda Caldwell. Much appreciation
goes to Kathy Broesamle for recognizing the benefits to both organizations and putting
us together. Working with ARC is a rewarding experience for all concerned.

To all the Taormina residents who graciously endured our dust, for your patience
and understanding, and especially Joseph Ross who was on the “front lines.”

To Leon Pahle for his daily swimming hole clean ups and reports. It’s great to have
friends who keep a watchful eye.

A long standing loyal friend of the OVLC, local ethnob-
otanist Lanny Kaufer returns to lead an interpretive
herb walk in Wills Canyon on the Ventura River
Preserve Saturday, June 28th. Widely regarded as a local

expert on uses of indigenous plants, Lanny has been leading
native plant walks and hikes in Ventura County since 1976.
On this walk he will share his knowledge of local edible, use-
ful and medicinal plants.

The moderate 3-hour walk will begin at the VRP Riverview
Trailhead parking lot on Rice Road at 8:30am. OVLC members
are invited as a member benefit. Cost is $10.00 per person for
all others. Participants are invited to join the OVLC to enjoy
this and other informative hikes for FREE. Bring water, snack,
hiking stick for easy stream crossing and sunscreen.
For reservations, contact the OVLC at 649-6852 or email
ovlc@ovlc.org.
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Lanny Kaufer to Lead an Herb Walk

on the Ventura River Preserve



Take a Hike by the

Light of the Moon

on the Ventura River Preserve

Moonlight Hike in Wills Canyon
Date & Time: Saturday July 19th • 7pm
Location: Riverview Trailhead

Come along on a wonderful full moon
adventure on the Ventura River Preserve.

Preserve Manager Rick Bisaccia will lead the group on an exploration into
the sights and sounds of forest night critters and star gazing. This is a
moderate 3-hour hike. Not suitable for children under 10 years old. Be
sure to wear sturdy shoes and bring a flashlight, water, and a snack.
Thank you for leaving pets at home.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

And

speaking of Moonlight…

Though plans are still very much in the making,
we do have a date for our annual signature event
in September. Mark your calendar for Saturday,
September 20th and plan to join us for a very
special evening under the moon

The “Still Wild About Ojai” series of environmental
education programs and field trips was enjoyed by
approximately 250 Land Conservancy members and
friends. Participants learned about subjects such as
landscaping with native plants, Chumash use of edible
and medicinal native plants, birds commonly seen in
Ojai, living with wildlife, and the role a healthy river
plays in a healthy community.

Our thanks to the program presenters and field trip
leaders who made this such a success: Jesse Grantham,
Mike Inaba, Paul Jenkin, Lanny Kaufer, John Lamar,
Nica Katherine Nite, Patty Perry, Martin Potter, Bianca
Rice, Julie Tumamait, and Daniel Wilson.

A Moment on the Meadow
Members and Friends Picnic

and Art of the Ojai Valley Exhibit by the
TOPA Group on the Ojai Meadows Preserve

SAV E THE DATES !

Saturday, June 21st 4-8pm

We hope you’ll join us for this wonderful opportunity to
celebrate the recent restoration of this beautiful property.
Holding to Members and Friends picnic tradition, we’ll eat, drink
and fill the twilight hours with merriment while watching the
sun set over the Topa Topa mountains from the Ojai Meadows
Preserve.

Enjoy a special treat as our newest members, the TOPA (The
Ojai Preservation Artists) plein aire group present a special
premier showing of art of the Ojai Valley. 30% of the proceeds
from art sales will benefit the OVLC.

Enjoy tours of the Meadow Restoration, live music, birding
activities, and other family fun. Tickets are $25 in advance, $30
at the event. Make your reservation by June 16th! See you there.

Parking located at the end of Besant Rd. off of Lomita near
the Ranch House.

On June 7th, a group of Equestrian Friends gathered at the
Oso Ranch for a picnic together and had some boot
stompin fun. We would like to thank participants, donors
to the VRP stewardship fund, new members for joining,
our new business sponsors (River View Ranch, Oso Ranch,
and the Wharf) and most of all the organizers, Stefanie
Coeler, Leanne Campbell and Leslie Connell along with all
their great volunteers. Much needed funding was raised
for the VRP stewardship fund, and we thank ALL who
made that happen.

EquestrianFriendsof the VenturaRiver Preserve

Still Wild About Ojai



THE MEADOW IS OPEN

C
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Correcting the decades-long flooding of Highway 33 and Nordhoff High School has
resulted in a rapidly developing wetland ecosystem that many wildlife species are re-
discovering on a daily basis. In a short time,
biodiversity is up and the rodent population is
down–and this trend is expected to continue.

On the ground and in the air, red tail hawks,
owls, great snowy egrets, blue herons, king
snakes, gopher snakes, and coyotes are all visiting
the restoration site and keeping the rodent popu-
lation in check. A new weasel resident has recently
been spotted performing much needed gopher-
control in the area.

Right: Red-winged blackbirds that are
dependent upon wetlands for nesting

habitat are vastly increasing their
numbers, as are over 55 other species
of birds that were spotted on a recent

bird walk through the meadow.

Left: A common shore bird called the
killdeer has taken up residence in the
restoration area and two mating pairs
fledged offspring this season.



THE MEADOW IS OPEN
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You can be a part of the transformation!

If you would like to hear about opportunities for restoration work and
upcoming plantings, please send us a quick email to ovlc@ovlc.org to sign
up for notifications. We would love to have you join us. This is a great
opportunity to get to know your OVLC friends while helping to restore nat-
ural beauty to our community. During the summer months we work early
in the day to avoid the heat. Regular Saturday morning restoration work-
days will begin in early fall.

Now all we need is a bridge
... for a creek crossing. We are keeping our eyes and ears open for a bridge, so
if you just happen to have one in your back pocket or have seen one lying
around somewhere, please contact us. The span would need to be about 40
feet. We could probably accom-
modate just about any reasonable
width. Alternately, we are looking
into a community-based project to
build one. If you, or anyone you
know can contribute in any way, we
would love to hear from you. We
would need everything from gener-
ous folks who could help fund the
project to engineering, earth, con-
crete and wood-work, etc. If you
can help in any way, please email us
at ovlc@ovlc.org.

The OVLC is in the very early stages of
returning the property from the degraded
field of weeds and gophers we inherited in
2001 to a naturally functioning ecosystem.
Upcoming plantings are designed to jump-
start the land’s ability to restore itself and
increase native biodiversity over time.
Though there will be heavy human involve-
ment in the next few years (planting
hundreds of thousands of native plants),
only basic maintenance will be needed once
the plants mature and head off to college.
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OVLC GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
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Did you know that the Ojai Valley Land
Conservancy can also benefit from your everyday
purchases, at no cost to you?

Here’s how it works: If you register online with
eScrip, a percentage of your purchases at many
participating businesses such as Macy’s, Office Max
and Baja Fresh are donated to the Ojai Valley Land
Conservancy. What an easy way this is to help
raise funds for our organization!

Here’s the “how to 101.” Go to the
www.eScrip.com Welcome Page and click on sign
up. Enter Ojai Valley Land Conservancy. Continue
to follow the prompts. Choose a name and pass-
word so that you can monitor contributions made
through eScrip to your chosen nonprofits. That’s
all there is to it!

If you don’t use a computer but would still like
to enroll, please give us a call and we will mail or
fax the paper registration form to you.

Thanks for helping us use every available resource to
help save Ojai’s open spaces

Convert your membership to a
business membership today. Business
members enjoy an assortment of
business recognition in addition to tax
benefits. We also accept in-kind
donations of goods or services. Give
Lynn Malone, Member Services
Director a call today if you would like
to help preserve the future of the
natural beauty of the Ojai Valley for all
who share this special place.

Business Members make a BIG difference!

Ventura River Level
Rabobank

Behavioral Sciences Technology
BioResoruce Consultants
Bostrom & Associates
Casa Barranca
David Bury & Co.
Lulu Bandha’s
The Ojai Phone Book
The Ojai Valley Inn & Spa
Ojai Valley Community Bank
Ojai Valley Directory
Ojai Valley News
Rains Department Store
Shanbrom, Casey & Associates
Venoco
Waite, Jacobs, Atkinson, Attorneys

San Antonio Creek Level

Membership or annual donations –
whether by check or credit card, by
phone or online at www/ovlc.org,
every dollar helps!

• Become a business sponsor

• Donate in-kind goods & services

• Become a part of the OVLC
family of volunteers

• Donate auction or raffle items

• Join one of the several tours or
mini vacations offered to OVLC
members and friends that
donate a portion of proceeds.

Please call or visit our website to
learn more about how you can be a
part of this collective effort to pre-
serve open space in the Ojai Valley.
It takes a community, please join us!

Ojai Meadows Level
bITvision
Coldwell Banker

Property Shoppe
Old Creek Ranch Winery
Heritage Financial
Venoco
Wells Fargo Bank PCS

Sulphur Mountain Level
ALCO Plumbing
Bank of America
Barnhart Insurance
Coastal Restoration Consultants
Forbess Consulting Group
Grove Care
Index Fresh
Los Padres Bank
Meiners Oaks Hardware
Ojai Valley Insurance
Oso Ranch
Ranch House Restaurant
Ricky Smith Horseshoeing
Riverview Ranch
SoundNEyes-OjaiEyes
Sprinkmatic Corp.
Sterling + Associates
The Wharf

There are many ways to help
• Restoration planting on the Preserves

Check our website for news on
planting dates.

• Preserve Monitors
Do you walk or ride the OVLC Preserves?
Help us keep an eye out for mischief
makers, and get a free shirt to wear
while doing so. Call Rick Bisaccia,
Preserve Manager to volunteer, 798-0650.

• Administrative Help
Help with data entry, mailings, filing,
writing, and special projects.

• Special Events
Help plan, set up and work at the
upcoming member picnic or other events.

• Online Auction Person
Like to eBay? Help us run online
auctions on a website dedicated to
auctions for nonprofits.

For more information, send us an email
at ovlc@ovlc.org.

Save Ojai’s Open Space with eScripVolunteer Opportunities
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Patagonia Great Pacific Ironworks
Verizon

Friends Of
The Ojai Valley

Sandy & George Buechley
Scott & Betsy Smith
Steven Velkei
Deric & Barbara Washburn

President’s CircleIn Memory Of

Tim Peddicord & Marlene Malin
in memory of Wayne Self

Corporate Matching Gifts

Michael Newkirk & Olivia Garfield
Michael & Hannelore Gresser

Lincoln & Sheila Anderson
Alice M. de Dadelsen Asquith
Christopher Bates
John Battel & Holly Richmond
Randy Banchik &

Jannell Greene-Banchik
Ron & Julia Bruns
Michael Case
Austin R. Cline
Sheila & Donald Cluff
Chuck Cook & Marty Fujita
Steve Curry
Mary Jo Davy
Paul Dentzel
Cathy Diorio
James & Dawn Engel
Jeff & Theresa Ferguson
Frances Fitting
David & Cindy Garber
William Girvetz
Patsy & Harold Glenn
Helene Gordon
Marguerite Hackett
Maj & Larry Hagman
Stan & Mary Hakes
John N. Hall
Kathleen Hellwitz
Sally & Lamar Hoover
David Intner & Sage Essick Intner
Betty Izant
Anne N. Johnstone
Arnold Jones
Lanny Kaufer
Nancy Kochevar & Michael Lurie

John & Christy Kuney
Mike & Kelly Laber
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Malone
Julie & Bo Manson
Elizabeth Martin
Douglas & Mary Jo McLeod
George & Peggy Melton
Cookie & Bill Miley
Charles & Therese Montag
Jane C. Murray
Barbara Muska
Ruth Miller -

Nature’s Studio Photography
Hilary Olmstead & Terry Chaffee
Yvette Padilla & Sheryl Pearson
Edwin & Claire Paulson
Tim Peddicord and Marlene Malin
Paula Power
Alan & Jan Rains
Laura Reed
Joan Roberts
Lynda Scott & John Marshall
Tim & Lucinda Setnicka
William & Lisa Snider
Lawrence & Linda Sorensen
William Spellman, DDS
Kim Stroud
Gilbert & Carolyn Vondriska
Bill & Marcia Wakelee
Terry & Cindy Wright
Ralph & Anne Wuerker
Joseph Zorskie &

Sharon Russell Zorskie

Renewing Members

Each year hundreds of OVLC members renew their membership. We thank the following members for your
loyalty and support during the period from February 29, 2008 thru May 15, 2008.

Annual Gifts

Welcome New Members

Kenji Akune
Tia Andrews
John Azevedo
Richard Backus
William & Janet Barrett
Peggy & Bryan Bernard
Fred Chase
Melissa Cherry
Gayel Childress
Garrett Clifford
Mary Cogswell
Lori Corradi
Lance & Diane Cross
Michelle M. Dohrn
Alan & Jackie Dorfman
Tom Francis
Katie Frazier
Linda Frazier
Anita Hendricks
Valerie Higginbotham
Vivek Kaliraman
Erin Kowalczyk
Jeff Kuyper

Reese Lamar
Allison Leete
Connie Kay Lowry
Marsha MacDonald
Mary McConnel
James Menzel-Joseph
Jennifer Moses
Sara Persson
Antoinette Pineau
Sue Precht
Donald Rodrigues
Jen Savage
Ruth Sayre
Charles & Deana Sherry
Ron E Singer
Patty Smith
Rahul Sonnad
Carolee Tibbitts
Donna Timlin
Katie Van Horn
Sabrina Venskus
Sid & Ann White
M Kathryn Waldman

Evie & Bain Dayman
Christine Golden
Donald & Ruth Hauser
Mike & Elizabeth Hermes
Ray King & Kale Starbird
David & Lisa Luckenbach

Deven May
Kenneth Niessen & Susan Guy
Ojai Community Bank
Kay Renius
Al Stroberg & Betsy Patterson
George Wymer
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A Moment on the Meadow by Marsha MacDonald

Members and Friends Picnic and

Art Exhibit by the T.O.P.A. Group plein aire
on the Ojai Meadows Preserve

Saturday, June 21st 4-8pm

Details inside!




