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n April 7, 2004, the Ojai Valley
Land Conservancy and State
Coastal Conservancy complet-

ed a thirty-acre land protection effort of
old growth forest and riparian
habitat at the confluence of San
Antonio Creek and the Ventura
River. The new preserve will
become a unit of the Ventura
River Preserve and is located
immediately adjacent to Highway
33 and the Ojai Valley Bike and
Bridle Path near Oak View and
Casitas Springs.

The successful effort means
the OVLC will now protect an
important stretch of endangered
species habitat along with almost
one half mile of year round
stream. The OVLC will own
approximately half the acreage,
while the remaining land will be

protected by a conservation easement
and remain with the Wallevik Family
(see article below).

Open space advocates and con-

servationists are optimistic this effort
will become the cornerstone of a larg-
er strategy to work with landowners to
safeguard over three miles of the mid-

dle reach of the Ventura River and
lower San Antonio Creek. Long
term, the OVLC plans to link this
stretch of riparian habitat with the
Rancho El Nido Unit of the
Preserve, four miles to the north.

This project was funded by a
$362,000 grant from bonds pro-
vided through the California
voter initiative, Proposition 50.
The OVLC also received addi-
tional funding for developing a
management plan and expenses
associated with completing the
transaction.

Please visit www.ovlc.org and
click on the ‘Preserve’ link 

to learn more.

Key River Habitat Protected
OVLC Now Protecting Over Three Square Miles of the Ojai Valley
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Wintertime at the confluence of the Ventura River
and San Antonio Creek

e couldn’t have a better neighbor than the
Conservancy,” explains Lars Wallevik. “We really

believe in what they are doing to
protect this Valley.” Lars’ family has
owned a 260-acre ranch along
Santa Ana Road since 1982. In
addition to high quality riparian and
oak/walnut woodlands habitat, a
portion of the ranch is used for
growing avocados and raising cattle.

Last year, the Walleviks decid-
ed to sell 14-acres of the ranch
along Highway 33 north of Casitas
Springs. Even though the escrow
and negotiations can be more
complicated than a regular real
estate transaction, they chose to
sell the land to the OVLC along
with a conservation easement on

an additional 16-acres of land along the Ventura River and
San Antonio Creek. “The Conservancy staff was so easy to
work with, very professional,” adds Lars. I recommend con-
tacting them if you are considering ways to conserve your land.”

The OVLC and the Walleviks plan to continue their joint
conservation work by seeking additional grant opportunities to
reduce erosion, remove non-native invasive plants and improve
wildlife habitat in the conservation easement area. This collab-
oration received a big boost when the Wallevik family gener-
ously pledged $10,000 toward stewardship of the easement
and adjacent preserve. Lars is also talking to neighboring
ranch owners about the benefits of working with the OVLC and
his wife, Sanne is an invaluable volunteer at the OVLC’s office.

Please see page 11 or visit www.ovlc.org and click 
on the “How To Help” link to learn more about 
Conservation Easements and how they benefit 

the community and landowners.

Ranch Family Protects A Portion of Ojai Valley’s Heritage

Sanne and Lars
Wallevik at their ranch.

Lars’ family worked
with the Conservancy

to protect the 
Confluence Property

“W



Ventura River Preserve: New Trails, New Adventures
he Riverview Trailhead on Rice Road officially opened in December and during the past four months hun-
dreds of hikers, bikers and equestrians have been enjoying the many miles of preserve trails.With the help

of Conservancy volunteers such as Ernie Rischar, the OVLC has placed directional signs throughout the trail
system. A limited number of trails that cut through the preserve and impact wildlife have been abandoned.

The scenic Rice and Wills Canyon trail loop was recently opened to the public, adding five miles of addi-
tional trails. To insure the safety of all preserve users, fencing was erected near the Robles Diversion Road
and Canal in coordination with the Casitas Municipal Water District. The paved road along the canal is
always closed to public use and is not part of the Preserve trail system.

Word is spreading fast about the wonderful
opportunities for recreation, inspiration and enjoy-
ment on the Ventura River -Rancho El Nido Preserve.
We hope you take advantage of this 1,591-acre gem.
Please remember to keep all dogs on a leash and be
cautious of wildlife, as frequent coyote and mountain
lion sightings have been recently reported.

Trail maps are available by visiting www.ovlc.org and 

clicking on the ‘Preserve’ link

Interested In Volunteering At Rancho El Nido? See Page 10
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Ventura River Preserve News

Good Stewardship: Protecting Natural Resources And Public Access
uring the next year, the OVLC will launch three important resource-
planning efforts along the Ventura River and San Antonio Creek. Two

of the plans are tied to the recent acquisitions of the Rancho El Nido
and Confluence units of the Ventura River Preserve and the third will
help to evaluate which future open space lands are the highest priorities
for protection.

The Ventura River Preserve plans will survey key wildlife and plant
species, identify cultural resources and important habitat, establish a
recreation management plan and make recommendations for future
restoration, recreation and protection efforts. In addition, the Confluence
plan will attempt to establish joint management agreements with the City
and County of Ventura, who own two miles of river adjacent to the
Preserve. These agreements will provide a catalyst for protection of the
river and provide additional resource protection grant opportunities.
Funding for these projects has come from the State Coastal Conservancy,
Proposition 50 grants and donations from OVLC members.
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The Kormos Family enjoys bird
watching at Rancho El Nido

Jim Engel shows a 1928 photo of Rancho El Nido 
donated by Otis & Bettina Chandler
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Conservancy Events
Ventura River Preserve Hike
With Jim Engel
Dates: Friday May 7, June 4, 
July 2
Time: 8:30am
Location: Riverview Trailhead.
Rice Road, just south of El Roblar

Join our executive director, Jim
Engel for a wildflower walk through
the Ventura River-Rancho El Nido
Preserve. Learn about the
Conservancy’s latest open space
protection efforts. Bring water and
your open space questions.

Confluence Preserve Dedication
Date: Wednesday, May 19 
Time: 5:30pm
Location: Shuttle Service from 
Fox Street Park and Ride

Come celebrate and explore
the Conservancy’s latest acquisi-
tion, the beautiful 30-acre
Confluence Preserve. The old
growth cottonwood and sycamore
will be in full foliage, wildflowers will
be blooming and the river and
creek will be flowing strong.You can
bicycle,walk, ride a horse or take a
shuttle to the dedication site near
Casitas Springs. Shuttle leaves at
5:30pm from the Fox Street Park
and Ride. Ceremony starts at 6pm.

Ventura River Preserve 
Bird Walk
Dates: Saturday May 22, June 19,
July 17
Time: 9am
Location: Riverview Trailhead

Join our birding enthusiasts to
learn more about the many colorful
and interesting birds of the VRP.
Beginner and experienced birders
welcome!

Bats and Owls Walk
Date: Saturday, June 5
Location: Riverview Trailhead

Come view bats and owls
during this dusk/night time
two-hour walk.

San Antonio Creek Preserve
Family Exploration
Date: Saturday, July 24
Time: 11am

An adventure for the whole
family at the San Antonio Creek
Preserve-McCurley. Walk barefoot
in the creek on a warm summer
day, learn about what lives in the
year-round stream and the
Conservancy’s plan for this former
‘eyesore’ turned ‘thriving beauty’ of
a preserve.

1st Annual 5K Run and Walk For
Open Space
Mark Your Calendar Now!
Date: Saturday, October 16 
Location: Ventura River-Rancho El
Nido Preserve

The 1st Annual 5K Run and
Walk at Rancho El Nido will be an
event for the whole family. Prizes,
shirts and refreshments provided.
Cost will be $18 per person.
Further details to be announced on
our website.

Wind Wolves
Preserve 

Weekend Tour
Saturday, May 22 and

Sunday, May 23

The OVLC will be offering an

overnight camping trip to the

Wind Wolves Preserve, the

largest privately owned nature

preserve in the western United

States. Located at the southwest-

ern tip of the San Joaquin Valley,

this 93,039-acre preserve is an

ecologically unique region that

also contains the “finest example

of prehistoric rock art in the

United States.” Preserve lands

encompass elevations from 640

to 6005 feet where the

Transverse Ranges, the Coast

Ranges and the San Joaquin

Valley converge. Our outings will

be limited to 12 people and will

include tent camping at the

preserve. A 90-minute drive and

a strenuous walk to the rock art

sites are required.

The cost is $60 per person.

First priority given to 

OVLC members.

Please make your 

reservation and

payment before May 14th.All programs require pre-registration. Call 646-0251 or

email us at ovlcmembership@ojai.net

Equestrian at Rancho El Nido
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Tree Cutting Fine May Support Oak Forest Protection
t remains to be seen what, if any, portion of the $500,000 fine a Los Angeles man was ordered to pay will be
received by the OVLC. A superior court judge ruled that the funds must be used for protecting and restoring

oak woodlands, since the conviction was for illegally cutting down 300 native
oak trees in the Ojai Valley. The OVLC will not use any funds received for gen-
eral operating or other programs.

Stewardship Focus For 2004
he last five years for the OVLC have been a whirlwind of acquisitions and
protection efforts. During 2004, we may secure more critical open space,

but our main focus is on being good stewards of our existing preserves. We
have several important projects planned including: Beginning the Ojai
Meadows Wetlands Restoration project, opening new trails and trailheads at
the Ventura River-Rancho El Nido Preserve and developing resource man-

agement plans for both Ventura River Preserve units. This also means no capital fundraising campaigns but
rather a focus on building the bedrock of our support through expanded membership programs. Increasing
annual donations will ensure that the OVLC will be here to care for the preserves for generations to come.

Plan Will Guide Rebirth Of Ojai Meadows Wetlands
eering at the August 1928 aerial photo of the Ojai Valley, reveals
how much has changed in the last seventy-five years. No Maricopa

Highway, no Nordhoff High School, and no commercial district at the
‘Y’. What does show up is the outline of a five-acre wetlands at what
is now the Ojai Meadows Preserve. “It is remarkable how vibrant the
wetlands appeared considering how dry that year was,” remarks Elihu
Gervitz, Principal of Condor Environmental, the firm who prepared the
restoration plan.

Significant research occurred before the recommendations were
developed. Plant and animal surveys along with hydrological and other
studies helped planners determine the best location for the reestablished
wetlands and surrounding oak woodlands. Concerns for impacts on
neighboring homeowners, schools and recreational users were also
addressed in the final document. The OVLC is planning a public meeting
to explain the plan and answer questions about the recommendations.
“This will be a community effort that Ojai can be proud of,” says Jim
Jackson, OVLC President and wetlands restoration committee member.
The project was made possible through a joint effort with Ojai Unified
Schools and a grant from the Department of Water Resources and
Proposition 12 bond funds.

Pink Moment Boat Trip Draws A Crowd
lose to 100 people enjoyed the electric boat rides on Lake Casitas, marveled at the evening views and hon-
ored environmentalist, Pat Weinberger. The event festivities were held at Coyote Landing, which has a com-

manding view of Lake Casitas and the surrounding Ojai Valley. The occasion was so popular that planning is
already happening for next year’s event. The use of the electric boat was made possible through the coopera-
tion of the Santa Barbara Botanic Gardens and the Casitas Municipal Water District.

Conservancy News
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Ojai Meadows Preserve

Fallen Oak Leaves

C
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Conservancy News

Open Space District Moves Forward
he Ventura County Open Space District Advisory Committee presented its final recommendations to the
County Board Of Supervisors late last year. The Board accepted the recommendations from the 41-mem-

ber committee and has instructed County staff to further research placing the formation of the district and a 1/4
cent sales tax funding proposal on the November 2004 ballot. The proposal includes strong fiscal and admin-
istrative safeguards and a ten-year limit to the tax. The committee included local farmers, businesspersons, tax-
payer representatives, city officials and environmentalists. “The consensus of such a diverse group is a real sign
that Ventura County residents don’t want to repeat the mistakes of Los Angeles and Orange Counties,” explains
Jim Engel, OVLC Executive Director and Co-chair of the Advisory Committee. “We still have time to protect our
most critical remaining wild lands, coastline and agricultural open spaces.” If approved by voters, one-third of
the funds will be guaranteed for open space protection in Western Ventura County, including the Ojai Valley.

Volunteer And Membership Celebration Was More Popular Than Ever
he annual opportunity to celebrate our volunteers and members was attended
by more than 200 people on a cool winter night in January. Volunteers Terry

Chaffee and Alice and Earl Ragland were honored for their special contribution to
open space protection during the past several years. President Jim Jackson thanked
past board members Spence Silver and Vickie Byrne for their dedication and intro-
duced new board members, Wendy Lockwood, Larry Ragan, Roger Essick and
Barbara Washburn. A full dinner along with refreshments and dessert was served
along with lively discussions about “what’s next” for the OVLC.

T

Alice and Earl Ragland (pictured at right) were honored along with Terry Chaffee for
their outstanding volunteer achievement at the Members and Volunteer Celebration

T

he coyote is the
most common

large mammal in the
Ojai Valley. All of us
have seen them from
time to time. Hunting
in a meadow, cross-

ing the highway or even in our
backyards. The ubiquitous Coyote
is found throughout North America
from eastern Alaska to New
England. It originally resided in the
northwest corner of the US, but has
adapted readily to changes in its
habitat, and has been steadily
extending its range. Sightings now
commonly occur in Florida, New
England and eastern Canada.

The Coyote is one of 8 species
of the genus Canis. Other mem-

bers of the genus include the Gray
Wolf (C. lupus), the Red Wolf (C.
rufus) and all the breeds of the
domestic dog (C. familiaris). They
have litters of three to nine pups
usually in April or May. The
Coyote’s tail is used in threat dis-
plays. It becomes bushy and is held
horizontally when the Coyote dis-
plays aggression. Movement and
position of the ears is used to com-
municate mood and rank. The
Coyote’s sense of smell is highly
developed and is used to detect
prey and carrion.

One of the most adaptable ani-
mals in the world, the Coyote can
change its breeding habits, diet
and social dynamics to survive in a
wide variety of habitats. The most

serious problem is that coyotes
may become habituated to people.
As they lose their fear, they will
become bolder and may put them-
selves in hazardous situations they
would normally avoid.

Coyotes are not your average
dog — they are not to be messed
with. They are smart, and they
learn quickly. They can be danger-
ous, and that means keeping dogs
on a leash when visiting any of the
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy
Preserves. One recent pet attack
on land adjacent to the Ojai
Meadows Preserve should serve
as a warning to all pet owners who
use wild land areas.

T

Nature Notes: The Ubiquitous Coyote



he theme behind much of the work the Ojai Land
Conservancy is doing this year is “stewardship.” And
while stewardship may not have the glamour of acquir-

ing huge areas of open space, it is nonetheless vital to the
short and long term success of our organization.

Stewardship means that we preserve and protect what we
acquire. It means that we work hard to make our preserves
more available to hikers, mountain bikers and equestrians.
And it means that we provide future Land Conservancy mem-
bers with the tools and financial means to protect and care for
the Ojai Meadows, Rancho El Nido, and the Confluence Preserve along with our
growing list of properties. So, in the spirit of stewardship, I want to tell you about
three opportunities we are creating this year for our members.

First, our Fundraising Committee is developing a program called Friends of
the Ojai Valley. This giving program will recognize our most generous annual
donors with special tours of our properties, unique events, and other exciting
opportunities. This program is still taking shape and more information will
become available in the coming months.

Second, the OVLC’s Executive Director, Jim Engel, has once again gener-
ously agreed to match each upgraded membership, new membership or extra
donation “dollar for dollar” up to $5,000 in 2004. This Challenge means that your
additional gift will enable the Conservancy to take advantage of several unique
opportunities to protect more open space in our Valley. It’s not often that an
employee gives back part of his or her salary to their employer, but that is exact-
ly what Jim has volunteered to do. It’s a clear sign of how much he values the
Land Conservancy and the Ojai Valley.

And third, at our Annual Board Retreat, our Board of Directors authorized the
creation of an Organizational Endowment, a fund that compliments our existing
endowment and reserve funds. My hope is that over time the interest from this
fund will support a majority of the OVLC’s operational or day-to-day expenses. A
portion of each non-restricted estate gift or naming right gift will henceforth be
deposited in this fund.

Finally, I was reminded recently that while stewardship relies on committed
and generous members, it’s up to the OVLC to earn that commitment and gen-
erosity. We intend to do just that by giving back as much as we can this year to
our members, offering free hikes, tours and other events that engage both children
and adults in the wonderful environment in and around the Ojai Valley. I invite you
to check out the “events” section at www.ovlc.org; you’ll no doubt find something
that interests you and your family. And in the process you’ll certainly discover why
becoming a steward of the land is so important. See you on the trail!
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Post Office Box 1092
Ojai, California 93024

Office Phone • (805) 646-7930
Fax • 646-0253 

Events Hotline • (805) 646-0251
Street Address:

250 E. Ojai Ave. #B • Arcade Plaza
Website • www.ovlc.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jim Jackson • President
Carl Thelander • Vice President
Larry Ragan • Treasurer
Allan Jacobs • Secretary

John Broesamle
Roger Essick
Jim Exon
Ellen Hall
Marc Larson
Wendy Lockwood
David Trudeau
Barbara Washburn
Merrill Williams

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Caryn Bosson
Vickie Byrne
Fred Bysshe
Thad Hyland
Joan Kemper
Philip Moncharsh
Steve Olsen
Alan Rains
Michael Shapiro
Nina Shelley
Spencer Silver
Mansfield Sprague
Pat Weinberger
Allan West

STAFF

Jim Engel  •  Fundraising and Land Protection
ovlc@ojai.net

Richard Handley • Land Protection 
and Management, ovlcpreserve@ojai.net

Wendy Riegert  •  Membership Services
ovlcmembership@ojai.net

OJAI VALLEY

LAND CONSERVANCY
President’s Message

Jim Jackson

T

Please join the twenty families and individuals who have included the Conservancy
in their will or trust. Consider the lasting impact of an estate gift for the preservation of
the natural and agricultural heritage of the Ojai Valley.Your contribution will be used for:

• Preserving critical open spaces like the Ventura River Preserve
• Restoring important natural habitats
• Educating our youth and community to be better stewards of our open spaces

If you have already named us in your estate plans, let us thank you for your generous
gift and welcome you to the Conservation Legacy Circle.

For a confidential inquiry about helping to protect the future and beauty of
our valley, please contact the Conservancy office at 646-7930.

Leave A Legacy Give a Gift for Future Generations of 
The Ojai Valley

A Time for Stewardship



Richard Handley: Something Familiar,
Something New
Richard Handley, the new Preserve Manager, is no stranger to
the organization. In fact, he helped found the successful
nonprofit more than seventeen years ago. However, this doesn’t
mean he didn’t face stiff competition for the job. In all, thirty-two
candidates originally applied for the position and seven were
interviewed in person before the field narrowed to three. The finalists participated in a series of four distinctly
different interview sessions, including a ‘walking’ interview at the Ventura River Preserve. “We want to make
sure we hire people who are not only qualified, but also a good match for our rewarding, but fast-paced organ-
ization,” explains Jim Engel, Executive Director.

Handley will manage three square miles of critical open space plus a large, enthusiastic group of volunteers.
“I see our volunteers as the key to our success,” says Handley. “We need to provide them with the right training

and let them know how much we appreciate their efforts.” Handley will be sched-
uling training in the next several months to introduce himself to existing and new
volunteers and to learn how he can help them excel at their jobs.

Handley’s background makes him ideal for the position. He has resided in the
Ojai Valley for 24 years and has been involved in a variety of local volunteer envi-
ronmental organizations. In addition to helping establish the OVLC, he co-founded
the Besant Meadow Preservation Group, which helped purchase the Ojai Meadows
Preserve adjacent to Nordhoff High School. Handley also has extensive outdoor
experience, having been a U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management
supervisor for nine years in California and Alaska. He has been active in recent years
as an environmental educator and is looking forward to educating the public about
the incredible flora and fauna residing on all of the OVLC’s preserves.
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Open Space Profiles

Welcome To New Board Members For 2004
our community members with diverse backgrounds have
joined the Board of Directors in 2004. Wendy Lockwood is a

local realtor, equestrian enthusiast, and along with her husband,
Eric, a Meiners Oaks resident. Roger Essick grows avocados
and citrus, is a long-time Valley resident and was previously on
the OVLC board. He and his wife, Pat, live in the East End. Larry
Ragan works for a wind energy company and was a board mem-
ber of an Idaho land trust. He and his wife, Laura, live in Rancho
Matilija. Barbara Washburn is a dedicated OVLC volunteer and
resides in the Arbolada with her husband Deric. The four new
members join a board that reflects the diverse interests of the
Ojai Valley. Each board member is required to be active on at
least one committee, attend events and demonstrate a passion
for protecting open space.

F

Richard Handley

Wendy Lockwood 

Barbara Washburn

Larry Ragan 

Roger Essick

NEW 
BOARD

MEMBERS

NEW 
BOARD
MEMBERS
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Membership

Alice Asquith 
Barbara Balderman
Tom & Nanette Benbrook
Ted Bentley 
Lisa & Thomas Brown 
Jim & Fran Christiansen  
Joseph Gibson 
Pamela & Adam Harmon 
Leonard & Elizabeth Jenkins 
Lynne Kada
Nancy Kochevar & Michael Lurie  
Catherine Lee 
David & Barbara Mark 
Miriam Mazel 
Walter & Frances McClelland 
Ruth Miller 

Nature’s Photography Studio
Lisa & Robert Meeker 
Robert & Alice Rene 
Charys Saylor 
Sana Shepherd-Fraser 
Mary Steenburgen & Ted Danson
Alan & Jeanne Templeman 
Emily Thacher 
Frank Ugolini  
Earl & Marcia Wakelee 
Brenda & Ken Whitteker 
Michael & Judith Willett
Anonymous (3) 

Lisa & John Adair 
Wild Ox, Inc.

Ren & Victoria Adam 
Ojai Valley Directory

Philip C. Adams 
Robert & Carole Adams 
Dolli Alexander 
David & Kathryn Allen 

David Allen & Co.
Michael Allen 
Jill Andre 
Ross & Patricia Atkinson 
Nancy & David Babbott 
Randy & Janell Banchik 
Evelyn F. Baran 
John & Holly Battel 
Larry Beatty & 

Sultana Parvanta 
Steve Bennett 
Mary Bergen 
Carol Bishop 
Lerie Bjornstedt 
Gabriele Blackburn 
Paul & Cathleen Blatz 

Blatz, Pyfrom &
Associates

Julie Bloomer & 
Scott Rabe

Tom Bostrom 
Zoe & Clark Bowers 
Barbara Bowles 
Rob Broesamle 
Susan Broidy
Stan & Eleanor Brown 
Sandy & 

George Buechley
Rowe & Molly Burgett 

Sespe Farm
Management

Judith Bysshe 
Jim & 

Myrna Cambianica
Allen & Marilyn Camp 
Michael Case 
Charles Casey 
Carol & David Castanon 
Sheri Ann Cate 
Sally K. Chenault 
Peter & Susan Cheney 
Alice Chesley 
Malinda & 

Yvon Chouinard
Willie & Stephanie Coeler
Tom & Becky Collins
Roger Conrad & 

Ruthie Marks
Gary & Mackay Crampton
Peter & Linda D’Aprix
Wilma Dasche-Melville 
Liz & B.D. Dautch
Robert Calder Davis, Jr.

Crooked Creek Ranch
Kristal & Richard De Viller
Paul Dentzel
Ann Derby-Joy  
Lanyard & Mary Dial

Jacqueline &
Pahnke Dietrich

Joe Dieges

Sally  & David Disco
Richard & 

Patricia Doerner
Tim & Maraya Droney
Sanford & 

Christine Drucker
Cynthia Duncan &

John Hall
Constance Eaton
Hugo & Linda Ekback
Patricia Ellison
Steve Eltinge
Andy & Sharon Engel
Donald & Rose Engel
Jim & Dawn Engel
Roger & Pat Essick
Franceen Fallett
Gary & Brenda Farr

Farr & Associates
C.J. Farrar 
Ray & Silvia Faulstich
John & Marge Fay

Loughman & Fay
Attorneys at law

Dick & Kay Felton
Jeff & Theresa Ferguson
Frances Fitting
Dana & Frederick Fleet
Cindy Frings
David & Cindy Garber
Donald Garrett

Saline Processors
Robert Geres
Gary & Judith Girod
Harriet Glass
Patsy & Harold Glenn
Joan & Richard Glenn
Christine Golden
Robert J. Graham, O.D.
Jurgen & 

Geraldine Gramckow
Emma & 

Jonathan Greene
Carl & Marian Greenfield
John Greynald

Santa Barbara
Soaring Association

Helen Griggs & 
Larisa Hagen

Charles Griswold &
Betsy Bland 

Sue Gruber
Oso Ranch

Charles & 
Pauline Gustafson

Louisa Hagen &
Terry Thompson 

Richard & Sandy Hajas
George & Mary Hakes
Nancy Hammond
Dale Hanson
Keith & Rae Hanstad
Wyatt & Claudia Harris
Larry & Pat Hartman
Donald & Ruth Hauser
Anthony & Barbara Hirsch
Kathleen Hellwitz
Caroline Herziger
Gary & Sue Horgan

George Jaidar &
Malchia Olshan

Michael Jauregui &
Susan Olson 

Willoughby Johnson & 
Victoria Matthews

Debbie Johnstone 
Glenda & Darrell Jones
Jerry & Kristayani Jones

So Hum Foundation
Pat Jump

Jump & Associates
David Junod
Stefa Kalnins
Lanny Kaufer
John & Maggie Kaufman
Myrna & Howard Kayton
Beth & Wes Kent
Glenda & Randy King
Tod & Carolyn Kuhn
Dan Kurilchyk

Royal Cleaners
Marc & Phoebe Larson
Lacey & David Lantz
Bradley Leftwich &

Linda Higginbotham
Louise Low
Tom & Rebecca Lowe
Dorothy & 

Dennis Marshall
Deven May
David & Janis McCann
Donald & Marion McIsaac
Cookie & Bill Miley
J. Dean & 

Geraldine Miner
Mary Mitchell
Charles Montag
Anne & Mike Morris
Bill & Maggie Mors
Gerald Murphy
Elaine Needham
Margaret Nofziger
Pamela Nye
Steve Olsen
Muriel Parfitt
John & Fran Pavelko
Bill & Laura Peck
Carol Peterson &

Curt Mossestad
Ronald & Linda Phillips
Joel Priest & 

Marianna Anthonisen
Larry & Laura Ragan
Earl & Alice Ragland
Kathleen Richards
Scott Ripple
Ernie & Julie Rischar
Paul & Kathleen Rogers

Poly Associates
Landscape Consultants

Carrie & Rick Rosenbloom
Ronald Rowe 
Kacy & Marcia Rozelle
John & Peggy Russell
Joy Sawyer Mulligan & 

Michael Mulligan
Sarah & Amy Schneider
Teddy & Dick Schneider

Dewey Val Schorre
Tim & Lu Setnicka
Bill & Dolores Shouse
Daniel Silver, M.D.
Edward Smith
Howard & Edie Smith
Joe & Leslie Sohm

Chromosohm Media
Jane Spiller
Mansfield & 

Chilant Sprague
Louise Stubblefield
Cynthia Sugimura
Robert Tallyn
Anne & Tony Thacher
Victor & Paula Theis
Anna Thomas

Independent
Productions, Inc.

Timothy Thomas &
Sarah Clark

Nat & Karen Traudt
Terry & Crickett Twichell
Bob & Virginia Unruhe
John & Helene Vachet
Mike Van Stry &

Alex Smith
Arthur & Judy Vander
Wendy Varian & 

Richard Bradley
Mort & Julia Vinecour
Colleen & Dalton Vivian
Bill & Joan Vogel
Nancy & William Voyer
Roger & Kathryn Wachtell
Ruth Walker
Greg Wardle

Coast & Valley Land
Surveying, Inc.

Barbara & Deric Washburn
Barbara Watson
Bill & Kathryn Wechter
Allan & Joyce West
Duane & 

Margaret Westrom
J.B. & Elizabeth White
Monte & Cheryl Widders
Cathy Wilcox
Huora Williams
George Wymer
Anonymous (7)

New Members 
hank you to our new members for
their exceptional support. The
Conservancy’s success in the last

year is due to the generous financial and
volunteer support of our members.

T very year, hundreds of our members choose to renew their membership.
Thanks for your exceptional support! We are happy to recognize the following
individuals and businesses who have renewed their membership since mid-

October. Your loyalty is greatly appreciated.

E
Renewals

Gift Memberships

Verizon
James & Dawn Engel

Patagonia
Sandy Buechley
Lu Setnicka

Computer Associates
Richard De Villers

Corporate Matching
Gift Program

Wendy Lockwood
Marcus & Eva Kettles
Tetsuya & Chieko O’Hara

James Lashly
Doug Levee
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Membership

In Memory of
Laura Ford

Larry & Lisa RoseSt. Andrew 
Episcopal Church

Kimberly & James
Ainsworth

Victoria Alexandra
Tammy & James

Anderson
Brooke & Evarard

Ashworth
Barry Betlock & 

Christina Bjornstedt
Sanford & Eleanor

Brown
Marqui & Robert Bury
George & Barbara

Byrne
Aaron & Betsy Clapp
Claire Clark
Karen Courington &

Daniel Lukasiewicz 
Paul Dentzel
Harriet H. Di Capua
Paul & Patricia Doody
Marcia Doty &

Celeste Matesevac 
Carolyn & David

Ebers
Hugo & Linda Ekback
Janis Emhardt
James E.M. Evans
James Finch
Frederick & Dana

Fleet
William Girvetz
John & Jessica

Grahm
Katherine & Jesse

Grantham
Dennis Guernsey

Coldwell Banker

Michael & Hannelore
Gresser

Richard Handley &
Ellen Hall

Don & Ruth Hauser
Donald & Ruth

Hauser
Pat Jump  
Stefa Kalnins
Bruce & Patricia

Kuebler
Jordan & Sandra

Laby
Jacqueline 

Le Bourveau
Anne Littler-Brown &

David Brown
Deven May
Michael & Julie

McFadden
Laurel Miller
Karen & Philip

Moncharsh
John & Andrea

Nelson
Eleanor Nye
Lee & Katherine

Rosenboom
Arne Schmidt &

Laurel Moore
Heather Shoup
Randy & Sherry

Smith
Pat & Louis Torres
Nat & Karen Traudt
Lars & Sanne

Wallevik
Eric & Karen Weihe

Annual Fund Gifts

Special Thanks

Park Renewal Fund
Karen Fay 

Dan and Joanna Berry

Alan and Sharon Wun

Jocelyne Lussier

Donald Cluff

Margaret E. Dieges

Anonymous

In Honor of

James Calkins & Heather Shoup wedding

Barry & Donna Rabe

Abbey Rose Engel (congratulations Jim & Dawn)

Mr. & Mrs. John D. Rennell

Ventura River
Preserve

James Capito
Joanne & Harold Guy
Jerry & Kerry Holden
Harry & Margery Sims

Friends of the Ojai Valley

Yvon & Malinda Chouinard
The Crown Family

Ojai Valley Inn & Spa
Ann Derby Joy
Constance Eaton
Steve Eltinge
Robert Geres
Jerry & Kristayani Jones
Mid-State Bank

Kathy & John Broesamle & Patsy Glenn
for their dedication of both the
Volunteers/Members Dinner & the Pink
Moment Wildlife Cruise.

Vickie Byrne and Spence Silver for their ded-
icated years of board service and open
space protection.

Leanne Campbell for her years of dedication
and trail work at the VRP.

Dale Carnathan and Stefanie Coeler for help-
ing with the VRP trailhead design.

Terry Chaffee for helping to remove a dan-
gerous tree house at the OMP.

Roger and Pat Essick for opening up their
home for our annual board retreat.

Our Events Committee for working so hard
on so many new events.

Larry Gardner & John Scholfield  for remov-
ing garbage from Rice Canyon.

Harold Glenn for helping construct an
information kiosk at the VRP trailhead.

Dennis Guernsey of Coldwell Banker for
donating a generous portion of his
Confluence commision.

Janet Jacobs for her beautiful flower cener-
pieces at the Volunteer/Members Dinner.

Alan Jacobs, David Trudeau, Roger Essick,
and Jim Exon for all their work helping to
make the VRP enjoyable for all.

John Keller for all his enthusiastic help in
the office.

Ben McNary for helping us to realize our
goal of nice looking volunteer t-shirts.

Ken Niessen for preparing several GIS maps
that will help the Conservancy to better
protect open space.

Ojai Business Center-John Higbie for mak-
ing our printing more affordable.

Ann & Harry Oppenheimer for sponsoring a
Conservancy slide at the Ojai Playhouse.

Ojai Valley Directory - Ren and Victoria
Adam for donating a full-page ad in the 2004
Ojai Valley Directory.

Rainbow Bridge, Tottenham Court, Gourmet
Tamales, and the Café Emporium for provid-
ing delicious treats at a variety of events.

Ernie Rischar for all his work on sign installation
at the VRP.

Santa Barbara Botanic Gardens and Casitas
Municipal Water District for making our Pink
Moment Boat Trip possible.

David and Mary Trudeau for graciously
hosting the annual Conservation Legacy
Circle event at their house.

Mike Vaughn for volunteering to make Rice
Canyon Trail “just right.”

Sanne Wallevik for her countless hours and
helping to organize our office and storage.

Pat Weinberger for being herself.

Bill Wilmer for providing valuable insight on
organization and personnel management.

Thank Again To RAINS
After more than six successful years

of the RAINS Card program, the Land
Conservancy and RAINS Department
Store have decided to explore other ways
to support open space protection. The card
raised thousands of dollars and was a
favorite way for our members to support
open space, while supporting a local
business. Thank you Alan and Jeff for all
your support.

Thank you to the following donors who have
made very generous membership gifts
since December 2003.
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Name on Card Credit Card #

Exp.Date Amount $

MEMBERSHIP NAME(S)

MAILING ADDRESS

DAYTIME PHONE HOME PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS

Yes! I’ll help preserve open space in the Ojai Valley • Enclosed is my annual tax-deductible pledge/gift of:

$25-$49 Member 

$50-$99 Sustaining Member

$100-$249 Donor 

$250-$499 Sustaining Donor 

$500-$999 Patron

$1,000+ Friend of the Ojai Valley 

Please make check payable to: The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy. P.O. Box 1092 • Ojai, CA 93024 
or contribute through your Credit Card

NEW MEMBER FORM

How You Can Help

Volunteer Opportunities - Volunteers are needed for a wide range of jobs. We’d love your help a few
hours each week or even once a month will do. Call 646-7930 for more information.

Preserve Host - As
Preserve Host, you patrol
the property, pick up litter,
and notify us or the sheriff’s
department of any prob-
lems. This is a fun way to
explore the property, get
some exercise on horse-
back, foot or bicycle, and
help open space!

Preserve Educator - This is
the perfect opportunity to

share your love and knowledge of nature with others. You
can lead hikes or nature walks at our Preserves. Other
educational activities will occur, such as bringing classes
onto the property. As a Preserve Educator, you can be
involved in teaching and guiding others through various
educational activities.

Trail and Property Maintenance Assistant - Help keep
our trails in good shape for the public’s enjoyment and safe-
ty. As a Trail Maintenance and Property Assistant, you
participate in a variety of tasks including trail clearing, weed
whacking, removing downed shrubs and trees, and repair
work after storms.

Sign Maintenance Assistant - Signs are important for
everyone’s safety and enjoyment. As a Sign
Maintenance Assistant, you help post, replace, and
repair signs throughout the property.

Office Assistant - Come visit the OVLC office and lend a
hand, in the beautiful downtown arcade plaza. Mailings,
filing, and other light office duties can be done to help the
Land Conservancy, while you meet other people dedicat-
ed to open space protection. We’re the place with the
friendly atmosphere!

Mower - If you own a tractor mower and want to spend
some time mowing the property, helping keep the
Preserve trails open and safe.

Butterfly Count Assitant - Help work with local students
to identify butterflies at the Ojai Meadows Preserve.

Event Assistant - During the year, the OVLC sponsors
several fundraising and educational events. As an Event
Assistant, you can help with their success.

Make Your Contribution Online!
The Conservancy now offers a convenient secure option to
become a member or renew your membership with no paper
wasted. Save resources and do it from the convenience of your
home or work. If you are already a member, please let us know and
we’ll send you an email renewal notice instead of a letter when your
membership is due. Registration and payment for selected events
are also available.

Visit www.ovlc.org for more details.

Volunteers Sanne Wallevik
and Ernie Rischar nail down

locations for trail signs

VOLUNTEER PRESERVE TRAINING
Tuesday, May 11 • 6pm
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Protecting Your Land

This article is meant for both the open space landowner and others interested
in protecting lands throughout the Valley. Share this information with your

neighbors and friends who may benefit from a conservation easement

Conservation Easements
Will They Work For You?

Donating land directly
to a land conservancy is
not always the best option
for people who wish to pro-
tect their land. This option
requires them to give up
ownership and control of
their property. What if they
want to pass it on to their
children or need the
money produced by the
sale of the property to fund
their retirement or next
home? 

Conservation ease-
ments are a possible

answer to these dilemmas.
They are designed to protect important open space lands, while allowing
landowners the flexibility to retain ownership and management of their proper-
ties. Over three decades ago, California and federal government officials cre-
ated the legal framework to encourage landowners to protect scenic, agricul-
tural and biological values on their properties. In return for extinguishing most
or all development rights, there are often desirable tax benefits and in some
instances, monetary compensation
available to the landowner.

Unlike utility and other ease-
ments, conservation easements
do not require a landowner to give
up a portion of their property for
use by the easement holder.
Rather, the Conservancy works
with present and future landown-
ers to make sure that the values agreed to in the easement are upheld. The
Conservancy is required to monitor and document the property’s condition on
an annual or semi-annual basis. The landowner is free to sell their property
or pass it along to family members; however, future owners of the property
are also bound by the conservation easement.

A good first step when evaluating conservation options for your land is to
contact the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy.We have access to a wealth of mate-
rials and professionals who can help you determine which option might be best
for you. The consultations are confidential and are a great way to get started.

We can be contacted by email at ovlc@ojai.net or 
by calling us at  646-7930.

Local landowners who are
interested in the long-term con-
servation of their ranch, farm or
wild lands have an unprecedent-
ed number of funding options
available to them through part-
nerships with organizations like
the Ojai Valley Land
Conservancy. Bond acts passed
by California voters during the
last four years are now providing
millions of dollars to help com-
pensate landowners for good
stewardship of their property.
Several of these opportunities
don’t require the landowner to
give up ownership or manage-
ment of their land. Here are two
potential options:

• Grants to purchase your land or
place a conservation easement
on all or a part of your land; and

• Grants to reduce erosion, sus-
tain your ranch or farm, protect
oak woodlands or improve
wildlife habitat.

The OVLC is interested in all
areas of the Valley, but has a spe-
cial interest in lands near or along
the Ventura River and San
Antonio Creek.

If you are interested in having
a confidential discussion about
whether your land may qualify,
please contact Jim Engel at
646-7930 or by email at
ovlc@ojai.net.

Unprecedented
Funding

Opportunities
Available For

Conservation-Minded
Landowners

Old Creek Winery

“We couldn’t have a better neighbor
than the Conservancy. I recommend
contacting them, if you are considering
ways to conserve your land.”

Lars Wallevik, Ranch Owner 
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Executive Director’s Challenge

NOW YOU CAN MAKE A CONTRIBUTION ONLINE AT
www.ovlc.org

hether you are a new member or a long-time loyal
supporter you can help your annual membership

contribution to go even further. Jim and Dawn Engel,
along with Verizon Communications, will match dollar
for dollar:

~  Renewal gifts above last year’s contributions ~

~  All new member gifts  ~

~  All annual fund gifts ~

This means each dollar you donate in the categories
listed above will really be worth two dollars for open space
protection. Call the office for more information or look for
more details in your membership renewal mailer.

W

Rancho El Nido Sunset


